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K\Nilstone's GreaD

British Fete rings
the bell.

Q/ Peter Walker j

SUNDAY June 14th was a record day in Wilstone. After months of
planning, the day arrived for the village's Great British Fete. The
bunting was out, the field marked out and decorated, and straw bales
had arrived, as had a record number of stallholders with their colourful
stalls. Everything had, surprisingly, gone to plan, and the stage was set.
At noon, the fete visitors arrived, not in one or two but in droves.
Within half an hour the ground was full of happy fete-goers with lots
and lots of dogs; some were happy
to be there, others bemused, and
some just wanted to go home -
the dogs, not the visitors. The
| Wilstone dog show is always a big
draw, and 112 canine competitors
showed off their attributes to the
team of judges led by dog
behaviourist Flip Pike.

The fete committee decided on a
policy to minimise expense to
families, conscious of how costly it
is to take children to such
an event. Two attractions
were free of charge to
children; the play bus is a
firm favourite, and kids
could spend as much time in there as they wanted for nothing. New this year
were the old-fashioned swing boats which were in action all afternoon.
Originally the idea was to hire a traditional
carousel, but they were too expensive, so we
decided to make some of our own attractions
(it would be closer to the truth to say that it
was decided that somebody else would). So
Stephen ‘Caractacus’ Dunthorne was selected
after exhaustive interviews to be accompanied
by carpenter Paul Smith (Smithy), and they
were commissioned to hand-build a metal b ol @ SR
‘Test Your Own Strength’ device which is 10’ tall. It required much testing and refining. It  RESEEEEETERT S
zﬁgﬁ\éjrfge:sy to make such a machine, but it clearly is not and proved to be a frustrating (Continued on the back page)

Dave Hewer stands back for safety reasons, at the
newly built Test your own Strength machine.

Y

For the residents of Puttenham, Astrope, Long Marston, Gubblecote, Wilstone & Little Tring.
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Make Bake and
Grow Show

Long Marston Victory Hall, Sat 15t August, 2-4pm

Come Along

Join us in the Victory Hall and see
the fantastic displays of vegetables,
flowers, cakes, crafts, paintings and

photographs, all produced and
created by local residents.
Delicious tea and cake available.

Enter the Show

Why not enter the show? Visit
www.longmarston.org or simply scan
the QR code below to see the list of
classes.

%7 Closing date for entries is

4 Monday 27t July
o
N 7

‘ ~ Doble | With thanks to our sponsor, Noble Foods

HORTI Email: Makebakeandgrowshow@gmail.com

Village Society

Village News Supported by the LM&P Village Society (The Horti).
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The editor for the September edition is Colin

Editor this month: John McCall Moore and the deadline for items is Wed 12
Editors: Caroline Clist, John McCall, Colin Moore August .
Managing Editor Colin Moore. As | write, tomorrow, Sunday 21 June, is the official start
40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB of summer and the longest day. The summer solstice
Phone: 01442 826976 marks the astronomical event when one of Earth's poles
Finance -Keith Fox 01442 825846 tilts at its maximum angle toward the Sun. Regions north

of the Arctic Circle experience 24 hours of daylight (the

Distribution : John Taylor 07940 206056 midnight sun), while areas south of the Antarctic Circle

Advertising: Amanda Russell 07444 747010 experience total darkness.
To submit an item for publication please send to

editorwlmp@yahoo.com The main concern for our villages is speed, particularly the

or 40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB issue of speeding vehicles. Highway is consulting on a
... 20mph zone for most of our roads. See page 23 for
To advertise in Village News please contact details. It could be a fait accompli, but still make sure you
Amanda Russell 07444 747010 or send your have your say. A former minister, Norman Tebbittf coined
. the phrase “on your bike” —then you can go as fast as

enquiry/artwork to: you can pedal!

villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com

There appears to be a bit of a hiatus in the supply of

Maximum dimensions H x W Lo . ) .
volunteers to man local organisations. If it continues, it

will seriously affect many of our village events and

Issues ! 10 5 g7 activities, including Village News, which relies totally on

Small  £12 £60 volunteers. If you are a new resident, there are many
Medium £23  £115 S organisations that could use your help.
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130mm | | e3mm x 194mm eamm x| small /8 Volunteering Vacancy
age .
X s4mm | P9 for Village News
S4mm | Medium 1/4 page Village News is written . e
edited, produced and distributed entirely by AdVGI’tISIhg Manager
local volunteers. We aim to be local, interesting, Requires a few hours administration each month,
!nformatlve, fun and a good read. Please let us know with existing and new advertisers, and to manage
if we are not! and update the advertising schedule for each
Printed by Harlequin52 Ltd edition of the magazine.

Harlequin52.com Training Provided

Please contact Amanda Russell
villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com
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WTEE S @ Diary Dates

in and
Saturday and 18 July
arou nd OUYI “Sessions on the Farm” See
. Mead's advert for details.
villages

Friday 10 July Long Marston
Tennis Club Summer Ball.

Saturday 11 July Tring Carnival Pound Meadow [2-5pm
Saturday 1 August

The Long Marston 'Make, Bake and Grow Show’ see pages
12-13 for Schedule.

Sunday 6 September Mentmore Fete 1-5pm
Farmers Market Church Square, High Street, Tring
Saturdays 9.00 am to 2.00 pm

11 and 25 July 8 and 22 August 12 and 26 September

Tring Rural Parish Council
Wed 8 July at Victory Hall Long Marston
Wed 2 Sept at Wilstone village hall

Council Meeting starts at 7.30pm .
The public are welcome to attend.

TRING

Am sduealine puird [ve tha yrinng berple =F Tring and jmermsndony Villages
Vialt swiw trosgthute tdiey <o ul

MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Registered Charity No. 1077157

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 2027, but are
concerned that financial resources might not match up to the
requirements? Are you under the age of 22? Have you lived in
Aldbury, Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham,
Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three years?

To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to Tring
Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation for information
and an application form.

Website details: www.tringcharities.co.u ucation
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 01442
827913
Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk
Please note that the closing date is 15 November 2026 to
lodge a completed application for grants payable from
Autumn 2027.

Village News
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Church Services

Below is a list of the Services for the Village churches for
July and August - these could change so please check
online at https://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/news-events
or phone the Rectory on 01442 822170. We also will have
live streamed services online so please take a look

Sunday 5 July - Trinity 5
6pm — Celtic Prayer, All Saints Long Marston
Tuesday 7 July

10am Holy Communion — St Cross Wilstone
12 July —Trinity 6
8am Holy Communion cw and 10am Worship for All

service at Tring and 10am Holy Communion cw service in
Aldbury

Tuesday 14 July
10am — Morning Prayer cw, St Cross Wilstone
Sunday 19 July —Trinity 7

10am — Holy Communion cw service at All Saints, Long
Marston

Tuesday 21 July

10am — Holy Communion- St Cross, Wilstone
Sunday 26 July — Trinity 8

3.30pm — Evensong service at St Mary's, Puttenham
Tuesday 28 July

10am — Morning Prayer cw— St Cross,Wilstone

August

Sunday 2 August - Trinity 9

6pm — Celtic Prayer, All Saints Long Marston
Tuesday 4 August

10am Holy Communion — St Cross Wilstone
Sunday 9 August —Trinity 10

8am Holy Communion cw and 10am Worship for All
service at Tring and 10am Holy Communion cw service at
Aldbury

Tuesday 11 August
10am — Morning Prayer cw, St Cross Wilstone
Sunday 16 August — Trinity 11

10am — Holy Communion cw service at All Saints, Long
Marston

Tuesday 18 August

10am — Holy Communion- St Cross, Wilstone
Sunday 23 August — Trinity 12

3.30pm — Evensong service at St Mary’s, Puttenham
Tuesday 25 August

10am — Morning Prayer cw— St Cross,Wilstone
Sunday 30 August —Trinity 13

8am and 10 am Holy Communion cw and 10am at Tring
and 10am Holy Communion cw service at Aldbury

- —
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Entry £3
Under Ss go FREE

Trin
ERpVING H%]—‘Ogether

Summer
»  Carnival

Carnival Day
Saturday 11 July

12 noon to Spm on Pound Meadow

Featuring:
High Street Parade, Classic Cars, Dog Show,
Live Arena Performances, Stalls Galore and Food & Drink

0 O W

Droeagv: 12 plrd o POrtaeTInis weh o Tham you to
TRING &mne
. o — -

onhing Topobon o Tang

| . of
Huietl tringtogether.org.uk

i
;
i

Lets hope we get
some great entries
in the children’s
section again this
year.
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Mentmore Fete 2026
Sunday September 6th

from 1-5pm.

Traditional favourites including :
Brass Band, Bric-a-brac, Tombola,
Stalls Produce, Plants, Pre-loved
Clothing and local history
also
A Vintage Car display, A Dog Show
Terrier Racing, A Raffle. And
A photography competition.
There will be fun to be had at the Crockery Smash, a Bouncy
Castle and at the end of the afternoon, our usual Tug of
War.

The refreshments, as usual, will be epic - tea, cakes, a Bar
including jugs of Pimm’s and a BBQ.

We will be raising money for St Mary’s Church and for the
Florence Nightingale Hospice in Aylesbury.

Looking forward to seeing you there.

For more info contact Caroline on 07761199520,
Stephanie on 07919562414 (for pre-loved clothing),
Lee on 07342352322 (for tombola)

Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore

No 199
5
6 1 2 9 8
14 S 1 4
4 7 1
2 6 7
3 2 1
2
7 1 8 3 9
Solution on page 20
You can always find a copy of Village News m E
wherever you are: www.wilstone.me.uk or just
scan me
EI— L}

Village News

Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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WILSTONE

»
COMMUNITY SHOP

Run by the community for the community and offering:
» excellent value » local and homemade produce
» awide range of products and services, including:

i+ dry cleaning &= paintings by local artists

- postagestamps © light refreshments made to order

i greetings cards

Tel: 01442 891167
info@wilstonecommunityshop.org.uk
www.wilstonecommunityshop.org.uk
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¥

WE'RE OPEN:
MON-FRI 8am-2pm
SAT 8am-Ipm
SUN 9am-noon

Super shop volunteers swing into action with
‘Operation tea and cakes’ at village fete

The village hall, converted
into a super-sized tearoom
with tables adorned with
beautiful floral decorations
from local gardens, was
bustling all afternoon with
the soothing strains of the
silver band playing away in
the background. Everyone
appreciated the wide range
of homemade goodies on
offer - lots of scrumptious
cakes, sausage rolls and
cheese scones, all made by
our amazing volunteers.

The service, washing up and
tea/coffee making were all
done by a wonderful team
of volunteers from the shop
and local villagers.

Our sincere thanks go out
to them and everyone who
came and enjoyed our
delicious offerings and
made the whole occasion
such a terrific success.

Village News

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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. Wilstone
Community
Shop

BE PART OF YOUR COMMUNITY

Help keep your local village shop alive
and thriving—your time truly matters

ﬁg Friendship & Connection Feel Good Factor

" Meet friendly faces, chat with Boost your mood, confidence, and
locals, and feel part of something  sense of purpose.
bigger.

Learn Useful Skills
No experience needed—just
enthusiasm!

Gain skills in:
Ii,. Great for Your CV

« Customer service

* Make a Real Impact
Support a not-for-profit shop that
serves the whole village.

= Perfect if you're starting out, « Using the till
returning to work, or trying » Stock handling
something new. * Teamwork
@ Flexible & Fun

Volunteer when it suits you—no

pressure, just good vibes.
JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY! MORE THAN JUST A SHOP..
Wilstone Community It's a community hub
Shop, A place to meet, chat, and support
34a Tring Road, one another.
Wilstone, Tring HP23 4PB

Even a couple of hours makes a big

01442 891167 difference !

www.wilstonecommunityshop.org.uk

Village News Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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Victory Hall Long Marston 0 JAZZERCISE
village hall for hire . FITNESS FOR EVERYONE

Ideal for : meetings, clubs, classes, private
parties, live music and theatrical productions.

All enquiries to Sara Wilmot
07778 046154
sarahill00@hotmail.com

W L]
::, I':‘!’gc;%\gg:oe e Nora Groce Hall, Tring

esday 6.00pr Wednesday 11.30am
ch esday 9000nom9300
Thursdoy 9 300m and 6.00pm
Fridoy 9.300m
Soturday 9.00aom

TRING BASED - FAMILY RUN
CHIMNEY SWEEP

\: ®  Power Sweeping Using the Latest
Technology
CHILTERN . (ouis & Chimney Pots Fitted
CHIMNEYS & Bgirds Nest Removal
% Safety Inspections
01442 890041 ¥ Certificates Issued for House Insurance
07921 847317 Purposes

..:'{: www jazzercisebbh.com

& jozzercisel@hotmail.co.uk
@ ® Call Keri on 07900 987230

B @JazzerciseBedsBucksHerts

THE LITTLE IT COMPANY

Laptops, PCs, Tablets, Apple Macs, Wifi Internet,
Repairs & Upgrades, FREE collection & delivery

Experienced Tech Professional will solve all your
computer/technology related problems.

NO FIX - NO FEE GUARANTEE
Facebook Page: Website:

@thelmleutc www.thelittleI Tcompany.co.uk
&j \—-‘

Make your Computer Smile - Call Mark based in Cheddington 07789 304 274

Village News Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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In memory of

David Mead

1934-2026

eulogy by Simon Mead

\_ J

Thank you everybody for attending today it's much appre-
ciated by all the family.

David was born in Boxmoor, Hemel Hempstead, on Novem-
ber 8th, 1934, and then moved to The Moors at Wilstone.
He attended Wilstone School and Osmington Prep School
before taking his 11-plus and then Berkhamsted Boys'
School as a boarder.

He was in all the school teams: gymnastics, cricket, football,
swimming and rugby. He was really a great all-rounder.

His enjoyment of cricket was immense, and he would go to
Lord's Cricket Ground every year with friends to see Eng-
land play.

After school he did his stint in the National Service and was
stationed for a year at the Suez Canal.

On returning, it was time for farming, so off he went to
Mauldon Agriculture College. There he met his future wife
Theresa, or May, our mum, and they got married in
Cheddington. They had 4 children. Lina, | (Simon), Sarah
and Katherine lived at Gubblecote Farm House for nearly 8
years before moving to Wilstone Great Farm, where she
spent the rest of her life.

While living at Gubblecote, we attended Long Marston
School, so when we moved to Wilstone, and although Wil-
stone School was still just open, we continued to attend
Long Marston School.

It was at this time Dad became the unofficial school bus.
There were 4 of us Meads, 6 Sunderlands from Gubblecote,
and Lynn Allwood from around the corner, and a couple of
others. On occasions there would be a new child just stand-
ing by the road. He was told if he stood here a manin a
Land Rover would pick him up and take him to school, and
that's what he did. We may have had over 12 children all
packed into the farm Land Rover. In the front there was no
space for Dad to change gear, so Dad had to teach whoev-
er was sitting next to him to do this.

This same Land Rover was used for our annual holiday to
Cornwall, taking 6 hours with the Land Rover kitted out with
doors laid flat across the back so we all could have a sleep.

Dad was always supportive of our school activities and of-
ten drove us to away fixtures. Some of the team would
climb in the back of the canvas-topped Land Rover to be
met by the farm collie dogs eager to lick all faces before
they sat down. Dad used to laugh when he told them what
the dogs had been eating on the farm that day.

We all recall that Dad hardly ever lost his temper and was
so easygoing; maybe this temperament made him such a
good Shephard. He had so much patience nurturing any

orphan or other poor lambs.

We have fond memories of Dad milking the Jersey house
cows Caroline and Lucy, Dad surrounded by the farm cats
hoping for a bit of spilt milk and the froth that would be
left at the end. In the 70s and 80s we had chickens, thou-
sands of them. Dad spent hours every day milling and mix-
ing the chicken feed. It seemed he spent his whole time
down there.

Village News
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| remember one autumn when | was drilling the next year's
crop and Dad was close behind with the rollers consolidat-
ing the soil; he would catch up with the drill because he
could cover the ground quicker than me, so he parked up
the rolls and disappeared, later returning with sausage rolls
or pasties wrapped up in foil. He would then put them on
the engine exhaust manifold, and after a while they were
lovely and hot. | remember this was such a lovely treat and
was repeated many times.

This was a side of Dad that was quite special, always think-
ing of others. He seemed to find flowers for the kitchen
table nearly all year round and would give cauliflowers to
customers that weren't at their best, and I'm sure an odd
log customer would have a few extra logs if he felt the
need.

Such good times were had with friends.

Parties with Ray and Yvonne at the piggeries. Trips to Spain
to see Lionel and Angelita. Lionel was a Cox and Robinson
rep and would be seen having a good laugh around the
kitchen table. They became great friends and so enjoyed
going there so very much.

Dad had a spell of sailing with lan Church. lan was the local
policeman at the time and again would be seen laughing
and putting the world to rights around the kitchen table.

There were many enjoyable trips to Lanzarote. Dad and the
Smiths had a time share there, and Laurie and Mags, very
good friends and neighbours, used to join them.

Another memorable trip Dad had was with Katherine and
Sarah. Dad always liked wildlife, and so the girls booked a
safari, and off they went to Kenya for a great adventure.
They came home with many tales to tell.

Dad enjoyed being a great host.

From entertaining us every Christmas to the themed garden
parties, which were great fun, especially the French one
where Sarah managed to persuade George from the King's
Head to supply some frog legs and snails. There was a lot
of squealing going on by some guests, which Dad found
greatly amusing.

Dad and | had birthdays on 6th and 8th November, so Bon-
fire Nights were always a bit special with family and friends
and many late-night whiskies.

Dad, Papa and Super Papa. A man whose family was always
at the heart of what he did. Four children, nine grandchil-
dren and seven great-grandchildren, and another one on
the way.

He always wanted to know what everyone was doing and
always offered a “Well done” for all achievements, big or
small.

We were fortunate enough to have been able to care for
Dad in his own home over the passed couple of years and
would like to thank all the carers from Axiom who have
helped us with this. Papa regularly took you all out for
walks to show off the farm and, of course, to check on the
sheep.

He enjoyed his regular car outings, keeping an eye on what
the other farmers in the area were doing and recalling all
the houses he used to deliver logs too and which ones
would offer him a cup of tea. He delivered logs into his ear-
ly eighties.

| can’t thank him enough for believing in me to take on the
farm. Even after retirement in a supporting role, he would
show up every day to check cattle and sheep and deliver
logs, allowing Chris and me to concentrate on the farm
work. A farmer never really retires.

Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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From our Reporter not at

the council meeting?

Wot, no report?

Unfortunately, your reporter was unable to attend the fourth
TRPC meeting of 2026 at the Cecilia Hall, Puttenham, on

May 27th but managed to catch up with the TRPC chair, vice
chair, clerk and warden-at-large in Long Marston in the days

Page 10

cause. Did the pipe have a 'belly’? Was it silted up? All will be
revealed in due course!

Step in and step up!

Calling all plumbers, electricians, decorators, gardeners, etc.
— Your community needs YOU!

Many of our parish’s events and activities are run by
volunteers — from the HORTI to the WI; Home Ground Cafe
to Wilstone Community Shop; Willowbrook Dog Training to
the Village News; the Flood Working Party to the Tring Rural
Parish Council itself; and, no doubt, many more that |
haven't mentioned.

following the meeting. - .
9 9 All these groups rely on willing volunteers to step in and

serve our community for the benefit of us all. More
volunteers are always needed and are always welcome!

Annual election

ClIr Fox and Cllr Foster were both re-elected as chair and
vice chair, respectively. Please keep a look out for requests for volunteers in the
Men at work! Village News, contact any of the groups you are interested in
: helping directly, or contact the TRPC. Every little helps! .

Work on the Home Ground Café’s terrace began on June
8th, with the removal of the grass and the top couple of
inches of soil. Interestingly, revealing a layer of asphalt.
Village Warden Mark Smith thinks the area may have been

the site of the original tennis courts.

Bethany Mead

If you know where the tennis courts were or — even better —
Massage, Reflexology,

have photos of them in use, please let Village News know!

. - . . Beauty Therapy
Something that still isn't working, however, is the el A

permanent wi-fi at Home Ground Cafe. Obviously the
anticipated installation at the end of May never happened!
Just as well they're not being paid by the month...

Based in Wilstone

07561 524021

Monday is traditionally ‘drain day’ at Home Ground's car
park, when the drains are flushed through to prevent them
backing up. Monday, June 8th, was no exception, except that
on this occasion, Cllr Fox was watching, rather than flushing,
whilst a man with a van, hose and camera investigated the

BMTreatments@gmail.com

BucksBoilers

Design

U
STAY WARM WITH
BUCKS BOILERS LTD

Looking for a reliable heating installation? Need expert aftercare?
We've got you covered!

Install - Repair

At Bucks Boilers Ltd, we provide:

é) Professional boiler installations for a warm and energy-efficient home.

e’ Air source heat pump installations — modern, low-carbon heating
solutions designed for efficiency and long-term savings.

Expert servicing and repairs for boilers and heat pump systems
1o keep your heating running smoothly all year round.

Cozy Care Service Plans — hassle-free maintenance and repairs,
giving you total peace of mind.

With years of experience, trusted local service,
and affordable pricing, your comfort is our
priority — whether gas or renewable.

Contact Us Today!
L 01296 914461

& www.bucksboilers.com

Village News
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Wassail!

A story of Longub Puttastone
by Martin Winship

During one of her frequent rummages in the remaining dark
and mysterious corners of her cottage, Alice came across a
stack of old books. They were all of an esoteric and arcane
nature concerning subjects that could reasonably be
grouped under the loose and elastic heading of "folklore".
One particular volume, leather-bound and battered, and
clearly well-thumbed and thoroughly studied, concerned
the familiar (to Alice, anyway) Wheel of the Year and the
many colourful customs and ceremonies that were
associated, often on a very localised basis, with each of the
eight segments of the wheel. Her interest was naturally
piqued by the special events during the Yule segment,
running from the Winter Solstice until the end of January.
She read of the origins of the Yule Log traditions and of the
use of evergreens to decorate and protect dwellings. She
was particularly intrigued to find a description of the custom
of wassailing, concerning apple trees rather than the
evergreens, and performed on Twelfth Night or,
alternatively, on January 17th. It was, it turned out, a
gathering, usually in an orchard, where much cider was
consumed and much noise was produced — by banging
pans, and shouting, and firing guns in the air — to scare
away evil spirits and ensure a fine harvest of fruit that year.
Alice found the story fascinating, and she felt certain that
Thomas would too — with his close and intimate relationship
to his apple trees and the "wonderful” cider he produced
(and mostly drank himself) from their abundant fruit. She
determined to tell Thomas all about it and even lend him
the book, which was not something Alice made a habit of
doing. Her expectation proved correct, and Thomas was
quite spell-bound by what he read and discovered. He had
heard of the ancient practice of wassailing, but he had only
a vague, woolly idea of what it actually involved. Now,
however, his revelations had given him a real zeal to bring
the event to Longub Puttastone. When he had read, learnt
and inwardly digested the information about wassailing, he
returned the book to Alice and took a couple of bottles of
his notorious home-made cider with him. Alice for many
years had restricted herself to a very occasional
Amontillado, but since the accidental visit by the Women's
Association (of which Alice was an active member) to a
brewery, her tastes and capacity had changed and
expanded significantly. She had no hesitation in joining
Thomas in a glass or two of his tipple, and they sat at her
kitchen table and talked things over. Thomas confirmed that
he felt inspired to initiate a local wassailing event, and the
sooner the better. Alice pointed out that it was completely
the wrong time of year, it being July, in the wheel segment
of Litha. Thomas shrugged.

“So what?” he said, and Alice, being by then somewhat
“merry”, could not but agree.

“Well, | will happily play my part," she confirmed. “I will
make a batch of my special toffee apples; they're rather
good, you know." Thomas nodded enthusiastically. “And I'm
sure," Alice continued, "that plenty of other villagers will
offer their support and help too."

Village News
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"Wassailing? What the blooming heck is Wassailing?” Old
Siegfried had his customary sneer on his face and in his
belligerent voice. Thomas was with Siegfried in the Half
Head, trying to explain about his idea. Jake and Rodney
were also with them. “I've never heard of it. And anyway, it's
supposed to be in January, not blooming July," Siegfried
added, thus belying his proclaimed ignorance.

"Well, it's cold and wet in January. And it gets dark early too.
So this time of year would be much better for everybody,"
Thomas pointed out. “And the apples are starting to form
now, too. They've all been harvested and gone by January."

Siegfried was obviously still unimpressed, Jake was not
terribly interested, and Rodney was preoccupied, busy trying
to work out how he could make some money out of
Thomas's scheme.

“Alice is taking part. Promised to make a load of her special
toffee apples," Thomas added.

Old Siegfried scratched himself. “Well, | suppose | could do
something for you. Apple Bobbing. I'll organise blooming
apple bobbing. And I'll tell you what. I'll make a bunch of
my fireworks, bangers. They'll shift the evil spirits, no
mistake." There was not much cheering at this suggestion.
People remembered only too well how Siegfried had blown
himself up and demolished his allotment shed the last time
he had dabbled with pyrotechnics.

Subsequently, more offers of help came in. Jake changed his
mind and said he would knock up an apple shy, with, of
course, apples instead of coconuts. Rodney wondered if he
could get his hands on some bargain apples, though even
he realised that the sort that had “fallen off the back of a
lorry” might not be best. Prunella caused a stir of
apprehension when she announced she intended to create
some apple strudels. And the vicar, deeply concerned that
the whole affair would be a blatantly Pagan business,
gallantly volunteered to attend, to perform a strictly
Christian blessing of the trees in Thomas's orchard.
Meanwhile, Rupert, landlord of the Half Head, revealed his
intention to stock up on a variety of apple-based drinks on
the night. (His motives were perhaps not entirely altruistic).
There would be ciders (naturally) and perries, as well as
Calvados and Crown Royal Regal Apple-flavoured whisky,
and Rupert further promised some interesting cocktails, like
the Appletini, Apple Cider Mimosa, and the Washington
Apple. All'in all, then, it looked like being an interesting
“do”.

Considering the fact that it was July in England, the weather
was not too bad. It was almost mild enough to allow only
light coats to be worn, and hardly anyone was wearing a
scarf or gloves. Besides, the flaring torches that someone
had provided, flickering away between the trees in Thomas's
orchard, gave a pleasing warm atmosphere to the gathering,
which was substantial from the word go. There was a
satisfyingly fun sense of shared enjoyment, and more
villagers were steadily arriving. Already a pleasant hubbub
had developed, and Alice's toffee apples were going down a
storm. (They had a secret ingredient, which she refused to
reveal. It would not have been a secret if she had, after all.
Whereas the "hot cakes” of Prunella, or apple strudels to be
accurate, were not shifting at all. The trouble was with their
consistency. Prunella had a regrettable but wholly justified
reputation for her “ceramic” style of baking. Two or three
perfectly serviceable knives had broken while attempts were
made to cut slices of the strudels. In the end, it was Rodney
who resolved the difficulty. He fetched an extension cable
and an angle grinder from his house and set to work. After a
good deal of noise and sparks, he succeeded in cutting off a

thick wedge-shaped slice. (Continued on the next page)
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Our Community Space

Home Ground Café

Wow! Now Wi-fi connected.

by Sue Foster

\_

As | write, Home Ground Cafe is fast approaching the
anniversary since its opening, and what a journey it has
been! In fact, not just a year but from initial ideas, well over
2 years! The conversion to a cafe was funded by CIL money
(Community Infrastructure Levy, which is a charge that local
authorities can set on new development in order to raise
funds to help fund infrastructure, facilities and services), a
National Lottery grant and a green grant from Dacorum. It
has now become a space where not only people from local
villages can meet for coffee, teas, cakes and lunch but also a
venue for those from further afield. It now hosts book and
craft groups; walkers with and without doggies; cyclists; and
those celebrating special events such as baby showers,
anniversaries and birthdays. It is a place where everyone is
welcome. New initiatives are taking place all the time. The
most recent being a Chatty Cafe time each Wednesday from
10.30 to 11.30 am, when anyone who wants to have a chat
can drop in and talk to one of our volunteers.

J

The Team

The cafe is run by our lovely welcoming host, Helena, and
her enthusiastic team. Behind the scenes it is run by a
Community Interest Company (CIC) made up of 4 people
with support from consultants when necessary, all
volunteers. Helena, an experienced businessperson,
obviously needs to make a living from the cafe, but it is the
vision of the CIC that the cafe will then make a profit, which
will be given back to the community. With this in mind, the
more volunteers we have supporting the cafe in any
capacity, the more giving back we will be able to achieve!
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The Art

As those of you who have visited the cafe know, there are a
staggering number of local artists who exhibit their creative
works on the walls. We literally couldn’t manage without our
artists. They create the welcoming space that we must never
take for granted.

The terrace

Again, as | write, the terrace is taking shape! We found
ourselves short of funds to complete the terrace, and so the
CIC, led by me, initiated the Engage an Engraving campaign.
I'd personally like to thank all those who purchased a paver
with their chosen engraving and look forward to these being
laid later this month. Alongside the terrace, raised beds will
be built with more planting, transforming the area around
the cafe into a very
special garden area. I'd
also like to take this
opportunity to thank the
WI gardening group who
have helped the CIC plant k{
trees and wildflowers -
around the cafe.

Moving forward, | finish as |
| began with an appeal for
more volunteers. Not only
definitely including

helping in the cafe but

also any skills or time that
can be given by
volunteering or offering
reduced rates. In our
journey to convert and

run the cafe, we have
needed plumbers,
electricians, security

trades, lawyers,
accountants, insurance brokers and many others. Quite
frankly any offer of help would make our ambition of giving
back to the community even closer.

Paving progress (6th June).

(Wassail! -Continued from previous page)

This proved very useful, being thrust under one of the legs
of the apple-bobbing table, which had an off-putting
wobble. Old Siegfried had been as good as his word and
had set up the popular challenge with a large bucket of
water and a dozen or so plump red apples. As was only fair
(he decided), he would have the first go. Unfortunately, as
soon as he bent over the bucket, his extremely disreputable
hat fell off into the water, which immediately took on an off-
putting brown colour, with “bits” in it. He fished his hat out
and was surprised to find that it was now a bright green
colour rather than its accustomed dun. Few people were
keen to try bobbing after that. Jake’s Shy also proved to
have its drawbacks. An accurate throw of one of the hard
wooden balls resulted in a disconcerting squelch noise and
the obliteration of the apple.

As the light began to fade, the vicar stepped up to
administer his blessing on Thomas's magnificent trees. He
had hardly got into his stride when his carefully considered
words were interrupted by a terrific detonation that left ears
ringing. Siegfried had set off one of his “bangers”, which had
proved to be more like a military thunderflash. Leaves were
still falling from the tree, and small, partly formed apples
were pattering onto the grass. Another titanic explosion
echoed around the orchard, and the throng joined in,
howling and bashing pots and pans with sticks. It was a

Village News

genuine article cacophony, and it was reasonable to assume
that the crop was safe from evil spirits. The pity was that as
the barrage of detonations of Old Siegfried’'s bangers
continued, every leaf and tiny apple was blown off all the
trees. Later, the crowd retired to the Half Head and sampled
Rupert’'s smorgasbord of apple-based drinks. And the next
morning as Thomas surveyed the wreckage of his beloved
trees, he realised that there was not going to be any crop of
apples this year. All the same, he reflected, it had been a
classic “"do”. He went indoors and helped himself to some
fortifying cider. And as he sat there, alone, sipping from his
much-dented pewter tankard, the words of an old wassailing
chant he had found in Alice’s book, came back to him;

Here stands the jolly good old apple tree,
Stand fast roots, bear well tap,

Every little bough bear an apple now

Every little twig bear an apple big,

Hats full, caps full, three-quarter sacks full *

He recited, then raising his tankard in a silent toast, he
drained it dry.

* Quoted from Folklore Rising by Ben Edge. Published by
Watkins 2024.
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In memory of

Vic Spratt

25 March 1932-8 April 2026
- J

VIC was born ninety-four years ago and lived initially with his family in a
council house in Northchurch before moving to a bigger rented house in
Berkhamsted. The house, on Charles Street, had gas lighting downstairs
and nothing upstairs. Vic remembered having to take candles to bed to
light the way. Being the youngest of three brothers, Vic was spoilt by his
parents and teased by his siblings. To earn some money as a youngster,
Vic had a job delivering the Berkhamsted Gazette and was also a
Saturday morning butcher’s delivery boy, delivering meat around the
whole of Berkhamsted using a delivery bicycle with a basket on the front!!
Vic left school at fourteen and went to work for his dad, who ran a taxi
service and repair garage. Dad was always busy with the taxi service, and
Vic and his older brothers were left in charge of the garage. When his
brothers went to the local café to get a cup of tea and some chips, Vic
had to hold the fort — quite a responsibility for a fourteen-year-old.

Living near the family was a young girl by the name of Christina, known

as Chris. Vic passed her house every day. The couple got together and eventually married. Together they brought up their
three sons, Ricky, Kevin and Stuart. There are now grandchildren — George, Harry, Vikki, Chloe, Lawrence, and Luke — and
great-grandchildren Freya and Lotti. Family was always the most important thing to Vic. Vic had a career in the
petrochemical business. He spent a few years working in Holland in the 1960s, taking the family with him. He travelled all
over the world for work. In March 1972, on his 40th birthday, Vic opened a tool hire shop on the high street in
Berkhamsted, which remained in the family for 53 years.

Each year there were family holidays. These usually entailed a stay in St Tropez in the south of France, followed by time in
Airole in Italy. The journeys took place in the family’'s trusty Ford Corsair packed with all the camping gear. One year the
brakes failed crossing the Alps, and Vic drove all the way on the handbrake. In later life Vic enjoyed holidays with his
grown children and grandchildren and had many holidays exploring different parts of the world with Chris and their
friends. Their visits included trips to the USA, Cuba, Tobago, Sri Lanka, Thailand, South Africa, Egypt, China and various
European countries. A particular highlight was a nine-week trip around the world visiting Singapore, Australia, New
Zealand, Hawaii and Florida.

There have been several sporting activities that Vic has enjoyed over the years. In his younger days he enjoyed tennis,
squash, and badminton, and he had a dabble at golf. However, Chris was better than him, so that was short-lived! There
were also dinner parties and bridge. Vic and Chris loved a dinner party and would throw one for any reason! They were
renowned for their New Year's Eve parties, which they were still hosting into their 80s, although these parties were not
quite as lively as they once were!

Vic had a passion for classic cars. He once rebuilt a wrecked E-type Jaguar, although when Vic found it had been in an
accident before he acquired the car, he lost interest and sold it. An MGA he purchased from Exchange and Mart was sold
on almost immediately when it turned out that it was a complete rust bucket. Vic volunteered at Pitstone Farm museum
for many years once he had retired, designing and taking into construction a garage to house the old, refurbished cars
and rebuilding old farm equipment and stationary engines! He would go down there most Tuesdays and loved the
comradery of the other volunteers there. He also did a stint a few years ago volunteering at the lvinghoe Windmill (part of
the National Trust), giving people guided tours!

After Chris died 4 years ago, Vic remained independent and, up until recently, was doing press-ups and chopping his
own firewood. He was still driving up until the age of ninety-two and still had his MG B sports car. Up until four years ago
he had an acre paddock at the back of the house, which he maintained into his nineties. He had a sit-on mower, and
when the grandchildren were younger, he would put a trailer on the back and tow them around, which they loved. More
recently you would often find Vic in the kitchen making his own bread, baking apple pies, all manner of different soups
and lots of other homemade goodies.

For years Vic has enjoyed spending time with the Moonies, the group of friends who meet
each month in a local pub of choice of one of the members whose turn it is to host. Vic
started the group in the last century at the Half Moon, hence the name. Photographs are on
the wall in the pub. Only one of the original group still survives. One memory from a
Moonies event that Vic hosted was when they went back to Vic's house and sat in the
garden, reminiscing and drinking lots of coffee, whisky and brandy. Vic got up at the end
and staggered back to the house and fell into a bush just as Chris was coming out! The other
Moonies went to help him out, but his loving wife said, "No, leave him there; it serves him 2
right! It's his own silly fault."

As late as mid-March, Vic was still visiting the Half Moon with his Moonies colleagues, and
there is a new bench seat in front of the pub supplied in his and Chris’s memory by his
family.

Village News
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From the Vicarage

by the Reverend Canon Jane Banister

One of the reasons why | enjoy working in schools and with
our youth group is that it keeps me in touch with the
younger generation. My children are in their 20s, so not very
old, and they have attempted to make sure | don't lag
behind in modern culture, whether music, language, or how
they see the world, but as they leave home, | am well aware
that | need to make sure the generation gap does not widen
as | get older. What has also been very important for me in
working in schools is the contact it gives me with people of
other faiths and of no faith, whether with no experience of
church or a negative one.

One of the most fascinating conversations | had recently
with an eighteen-year-old was about artificial intelligence
(Al). She pointed out that Al seems to be the first modern
technology that has not been embraced by young people
and also that describing something as looking like it is Al is
a derogatory term for her age group. Her generation are
also much sharper at spotting what has been created by Al.

This conversation has got me thinking: | need to try to
understand more about this technology and the effect that
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it is having and could have on our world. While it may not
be the first place some people would start, | am reading
Pope Leo’s encyclical (which is like a long essay) on Al, and
his emphasis is on how it must be ethical and serve
humanity, not dominate it. He talks of how we must remain
faithful to the truth and how we must invest in education,
beginning with ourselves. It is possible to live gospel lives
that engage with the digital world in a human way -
"Teaching new generations that technological evolution
does not follow a predetermined path but can be guided by
personal and collective responsibility constitutes one of the
most valuable services to the common good.”

He ends with this wonderful phrase: "Let us become
‘weavers of hope' in our world, sharing who we are and what
we have, so that the presence of Jesus may grow among us
and his Kingdom take shape.”

Jane
May we hold that in our hearts as we continue to learn.

Lord, help us to find you in the unexpected.
Enable us to listen to your call and

fill us with your power.

Shake us out of complacency,

to see where you want us to be.

And give us courage to follow your lead.
Amen.

The Puttenham Page

by Christine Rutter

Cecilia Tea Rooms

FRIDAY, 24" JULY. 3—5 pm

We are back with our Summer Tea Rooms. We do hope you will
all be able to come along and enjoy a good tea. We shall have our
good range of sandwich fillings plus plenty of cakes to tempt you,
all served with as much tea or coffee as you wish to drink.

£7.50 per head — Booking your place/places is essential to help with catering.

Please telephone Christine on 07514 548289 or email: Christine.rutter2@gmail.com

There is a surprise in store when you come to the Tea Rooms — things may look a little
different — come to tea and find out!

There have been a lot of enquires about the next Jumble Sale. We are hoping to
plan this for late August or early September. Keep looking at the Puttenham Page to

the date.

Village News
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTSs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding -
Tyres -
Wheels balanced -
Batteries -
Exhausts -
Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning servicing

and repairs

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Local family business over 30 years
We cover Tring, Wiistone, Long Marston & Villages

Gas Central Heating
Boiler Servicing and Energy Saving Controls
Landlords Gas Safety Certificates

Email: service@llheating.co.uk

www.llheating.co.uk
Tel:01442 890750

0

F R JEFFERY & SON

COAL MERCHANT

APPROVED SMOKELESS COAL
KILN DRY LOGS

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

01296 661258

Village News
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Friendly village pub - open all day
Food served 12 to 3pm

(OFF the B89
near Tring and

Real Ales ® Great Food e Children’s Menu &
Play Area eLarge Gardene Open Fire ® Heated
Patio ® Car Park ® Dog Friendly

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk

For help with creating the best itinerary for you please call or email us

* Yie work with specialist companies 1o tador-make the holikday 10 your requirements
* Friendly. honest advice fram an independent travel agency

* Extersive expenience to arrange every detal

= Usng fully bonded tour opérators ;

* No f';.':(lm"b.] fees ‘i [ }

Travel Impressiens
S haNTr s U S oni

01442 890265
anquines@nravelimpressions oouk
www. travelimpressions. co.uk

gte 4, Goorge Howse. b4 Han Street
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THE TYRE CHANGERS

OUR NEW TYRE CHANGERS
BASE IS OPE

Unit 5C Airfi eld

Llong M

In addition to our popular mobile service, that ¢an visit your
home or work, we can now aiso offer a drive-in facility by a
ppomntment

We offer a wide range of Premium, Mid-range and Budget
tyres at competit

the largest of allo

ow accommeodate

filerunfl ats

Do you need new tyres, or have a puncture?

Please let us know and we will be happy to quote
and make an appoinmtment
Not sure of the condition

of your tyres?

We can have a look for you
Just get in touch

Wheel swap needed?
Winter and summer wheel
swap also avalable

Please call or text on 07746 903 095 or email
info@thetyrechangers.co.uk
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UPCOMING EVENT

Farnhouse

MOMDAY 31™ AUCUST

L
L

The School House

The schoolhouse offers individual or group
futoring sessions for:
11+
KS2Z SATs
GCSE Maths
GCSE English
For more information contact Aidan Scahill
Phone Numbers:
01296 660716 (landline)
07950 335816 (mobile)
Email: theschoolhouselm(@outlook.com

https://www.theschoolhouse.uk/

Village News

FITTER
STRONGER
HEALTHIER

WE WILL ADD LIFE
TO YOUR YEARS
AND YEARS TO
YOUR LIFE
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KENNETH BROWN ,;
ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing
Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904
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Wlnclows

New Windows and Doors
Repairs & Installations
Call: 01296 630650 or log onto:
www.smashingwindows.com

C=RTASS

\N\LSTONE STIC](S

Handcrayred by Jobn Evans

Meamber or The
British Stickmakers Guild

www.wilsTonesTicks.com
Telephone: 01442 822115

L@&ST
MARBLE

BUILDING CONSERVATION

All aspects of traditional (pre-1819) building works including:

* Lime morar reponting * Hentage wall repairs

* Lime plastering/randaring * Listed building consent

* Damp issues resoived * Please call for agvice

GL A f

Stewart Ivory (Director): 07976 653213
Emat: stawartivory@yahoo.co.uk

@Tring Are you looking for new
UOQ experiences, to make

new friends or learn
a new skill?

If you live in Tring or the surrounding area then
we can help - Join Tring u3a and enjoy the
benefits:
* Interest Groups
» Coffee mornings « Talks
» National and local newsletters

We are a friendly, inclusive Our interest
organisation with groups include:
over 450 members Bridge,
open to everyone Genealogy.
not working Art Appreciation,
full-titie German, Walking,
Historical Studies
and many more

Guests are welcome to

come to two meetings
before joining Tring u3a

tringu3a.org.uk

membership@tringu3a.org.uk

Village News
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“x4 FREE SURVEY

/ Smaller Szaks Projects
/ Completa rowtras

/ Landiord Reports

/ Smart Lighting

7 Nt Curv:m:rmg

MJ Electrical i
Engineering Ltd
Commercial - Domestic - Industrial

All Electrical Work Undertaken

NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor

Call Tomon -
. 01296 630703 or 07702 612296

& info@mj-electrical.co.uk
S www.mj-electrical.co.uk

Lighting Power Heating Testing Aircon Solar PV

WE BUY
RECORDS!!!

ALL GENRES, ALL ERAS,
NO COLLECTION IS
TOO BIG OR SMALL.

BASED IN WING AND
SERVING ALL OF
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE,
WE HAVE OVER
35 YEARS
EXPERIENCE OF
VINYL & MUSIC
MEMORABILIA AND
WE WILL PAY
THE BEST PRICES.

CALL ANGELA ON
07976 204249
OR EMAIL

TURNTABLE.RECORDS@HOTMAIL.COM
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How many dogs in the plcture\ A

See\ page 20

DAMIEN STEWART
PLUMBING & HEATING

PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating
requirements

Boiler & appliance installations, systeG13m
upgrades, servicing, fault finding & repair

Oil — boiler and tank installations, service & repair
Complete bathroom installations & design

No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No
call out charge

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk?7 Chiltern Road,
Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ

ooooo “rnoe c
RVG) Cunde ‘ ‘
Qualified

Village News
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We are sailing!

By Diane Armson

Sir Ben Ainslie, Sir Robin Knox-Johnson and Dame Ellen
MacArthur — these are sailors who inspire and achieve
great things. Reading and watching them was probably
why | never gave up the idea of returning to dinghy
sailing. However, it was something | never thought |
could achieve when | moved to an area so far from the -
coast in the 1980s. My husband Mike and | sailed a A Py e AP e i i e Sy -~
Mirror and then a GP14 dinghy, but the sailing clubs we -— SLSS T T e e T e

joined were not welcoming, and we decided not to b = : . s
continue our membership. | subsequently discovered that == - =

most sailors make the long journey to the south coast

and take part in a sea-sailing activity over a weekend. By chance, | met a member of the Aylesbury Sailing Club who invited
me to go to Weston Turville Reservoir. Most people don't know of the club’s existence until they see the boats on the
reservoir. | started crewing in a two-person GP 14 dinghy. In most conditions, these vessels are very stable, but they can
put on speed if sailed well.

| had sailed in my younger days but had no formal qualifications or any training, so it took me a while to get to grips with
all the terminology. Luckily my skipper was very patient. | was made very
welcome and was invited to join the club and take part in the regular Sunday
morning racing programme. My contact allowed me to gain experience as
crew and in helming, although the latter was daunting at the beginning. The
challenges include ‘wind shadows’ and sudden gusts of wind that can take
you by surprise, not to mention occasionally capsizing!

After a few seasons, | invested in my own boat, a Comet called Thumbelina.
This type of
dinghy is
perfect for
those of a
| smaller stature,
~ and the benefit
| Ifindis a
. favourable
. handicap when
| it comes to
; racing! Most
Sundays | take to the water and thoroughly enjoy taking part
in the racing. On the social side, the club has always been
welcoming. Mike has become our trusty chef when it comes
to BBQs.

We have also taken part in the club’s organised trips,
including an ambitious chartering of a yacht to sail across the

Channel, and participated in the Round the Isle of Wight race, | 4 “
the biggest yacht race in the world, with over 2000 yachts. '

We have also chartered one of the historic Thames barges on
the east coast and competed in a Thames barge race!!

| would recommend to anyone who is interested in getting
| back to sailing or in taking up sailing to check out Aylesbury
Sailing Club on Weston Turville Reservoir.

https://aylesburysailingclub.org.uk/ or give us a call-Diane &
7 Mike Armson dchmja@gmail.com tel 077459 28698

Solution No 199
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(Something for everyone at the h
Make, Bake and Grow Show

By Tim Dean

J

IF you haven't done it already, it's time to get your entries
into the Long Marston Make, Bake and Grow Show. The
schedule of classes was in last month’s Village News and is
available online at www.longmarston.org.

This year, with a new ‘brand’ name and updated classes, the
Horti Village Society is hoping it will attract both old hands
and new ones to the Victory Hall. The closing date for
entries is Monday, 27th July.

The competition has been a feature of village life since
1936, only interrupted by a World War and the Covid
epidemic. This year’s show is on Saturday, 1st August — the
same date as the very first show.

Over the years the show has seen fierce competition
between gardeners for the best tray of vegetables and
between bakers for the lightest Victoria sponge.
Competition between the villages of Long Marston,
Wilstone, Puttenham and Gubblecote has always been
strong.

In the vegetable section there are new classes for peppers
and courgettes, and in baking we have brownies,
shortbread and fruit loaf, all alongside the old favourites.
Our sponsor, Noble Foods, is providing 2 dozen of their
special Golden Yolkers to all entries in the baking section in
the week before the show.

In floral art we are looking for a display on a tennis theme,
and the photo competition is asking you to snap a local
scene or an animal. Other classes include jams, handicrafts,
paintings and poems.

Last year was a record for children’s entries, and we hope
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even more will enter this year. Do encourage your
youngsters to join in and get making — entry is free of
charge, and there are cups to be won. New this year is a
decorated egg!

Even if you are not (
entering a class, put the
date in your diary and
come along to see the
displays of flowers,
produce and crafts.
There will be a raffle, tea |_ )
and cake and a family

quiz. See page 2 for more details

Jke, B )
ake, bak
‘Y;\Aa Grow Shoi

l n k'ings by Steve Thompson

COLDY SECRETLY LONGED FOR HIS
OwWN REMOTE CONTROL...

the calculations

right —or we could
have lift off!

( )

Fun time at
Wilstone
Fete.

Is it Fete or
fate?

\_ J

How many Dogs
in picture on
page 18

Ans: 8 good
9 excellent

13 maybe?

Village News

Supported by the LM&P Village Society (The Horti).
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It's a busy time
in the school
garden at the
moment. We
have lots of
crops that
need to be
harvested in the
next few weeks. We have picked our broad beans and lettuce, which
are delicious. We have dug up the garlic that we planted in the
autumn and are waiting for it to dry out before we can enjoy cooking
with it. Our potatoes are nearly ready, and we have just planted out
the tomatoes.

Long Marston School

Report
by Laura Whateley

We have also been trying to attract more pollinators to the garden .
with wildflowers, sunflowers and borage, which look beautiful, and the !
bees definitely love them!

Children being able to grow and eat their own food is a central part of |
our early years curriculum. It helps them understand where food
comes from and encourages the children to eat a healthy diet. They
also enjoy getting muddy!

Early potatoes in bloom and soon will ready (This
is a photo of the editor’'s potatoes as your
photos were not attached).

GREENS

OF BERKHAMSTED

OSTEOPATH

Jane Ducklin BSc DO
Registered Osteopath
Tring

Professional Carpet Cleaning

Open Monday - Saturday including evenings, 07884 058795
Recognised by health inswrance companies,
*+ Pain relief + Headache * Sports injuries Carpets * Rugs * Upholstery «
+ Sciatica * Mother and baby ¢ Frozen shoulder Floorboard Renovation * Oven Cleaning
01442 890073 07973 188420
18 Christchurch Road, Tring, HP23 4EE www.greensofberkhamsted.com

Osteopathic Care for all the Family

As a school with boarding

‘ facilities we offer exceptional
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOLS f_ s ' wraparound care opfions
o O IIIlII\Il\l'. , >y 44 d g: L from 7:00 - 7:30pm

R N

ig3a "i . i : .;, SER el N : &l reliable minibus service to
A (o O = EY and from Berkhamsted,

LOCKERS PARK i =

Hertfordshire Day & Boarding Prep School for boys aged 4-13 Satia 23 acres of
@ Hertfordshire parkland
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Long Marston Tennis Club

Two champs and kids summer tennis

last month.

Page 22

Dan Atherton and Julie Hope (our fantastic chair) were winners
in the Branham and Chorlton Cups at Long Marston Tennis Club

But they didn’t play together — the tournament is a smoke-and-
mirrors affair whose workings are known only to tournament

organiser extraordinaire Margaret Kelland. It is a lot of fun playing tennis, and at the end of the afternoon a man and a
woman come out on top. This year we were lucky enough to have Jill Branham come and present the cups. Jill’'s name can

)

be found on many of
the club’s trophies.
The summer is a lovely
time to play tennis so if §
you are interested in
joining, contact us at
longmarstontennisclub
@gmail.com.

We have two summer
camps for juniors aged
4-15 this August 6th
and 20th between
12pm and 2pm. E-mail
to book or find out
more.

Local Contacts
Herts Police non-emergency 101

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer
Neighbourhood Team 01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports Call Dacorum Waste
Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being
committed.

Reports of river flooding

Environment Agency 0845 988 1188

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter

Cubs and Scouts

Jane Dawson 07759 888085

LM&P Village Society (The Horti).
horti@longmarston.org

St Cross Wilstone

Rev'd Jane Banister

Olga Martin

St Mary’'s Puttenham

Rev'd Huw Bellis

Churchwarden

Christine Rutter

All Saints Long Marston

Rev'd Jane Banister 01442 822170

Churchwarden Judith Weatherall

Long Marston Victory Hall

Bookings: Sara Wilmot 07778 046154

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Marsh Chairman

Chairman@longmarstoncc.co.uk

07514 548289

01442 822170
01442 822894

01442 822170

07514 548289

Long Marston Tennis Club
Longmarstontennisclub@gmail.com
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Wilstone Allotment Assn.
Steve Smith,
Wilstone Village Hall
Chairman: Peter Walker
chairman@wilstonevillagehall.org
07768 605684
Bookings: Peter Myrants
bookings@wilstonevillagehall.org.uk
07857 818638
info:https://wilstonevillagehall.org.uk
WI Clare Hill 07802 415447
Wilstone Community Shop

01442 891167

07753 744437

Member of Parliament Victoria Collins
victoria.collins. mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sally Symington 0300 123 7488
sally.symington@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Dacorum'’s Councillors: Tring West
Brian Patterson 01442 823868
Brian.patterson@dacorum.gov.uk
Caroline Smith-Wright 07931 733151
Caroline.smith-wright@dacorum.gov.uk

Changes or additions? Contact the
Editor.
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Village News

TRP Council Contacts
Your Parish Councillors are:

Chairman Nigel Fox
clir.fox@tringrural-pc.gov.uk

Vivian Wood
clirwood@tringrural-pc.gov.uk

Richard Foster (Vice-Chairman)
clir.foster@tringrural-pc.gov.uk

Gill MacDonald (Long Marston)
cllrmacdonald@tringrural-
pc.gov.uk

Maria Adams
cliradams@tringrural-pc.gov.uk

Clare Hill
cllr.hill@tringrural-pc.gov.uk

Andrew Turton-Ward
Vacancies 1

Clerk to the Parish Council
Chloe Collins 07516 344248
email:
clerk@tringrural-pc.gov.uk

Villages Warden
Mark Smith 07919 077979
warden@tringrural-pc.gov.uk

To contact by phone, use the
clerk’s number: 07516 344248


mailto:horti@longmarston.org
https://wilstonevillagehall.org.uk/
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Highways to consult on
proposed 20mph speed limit

Letter to editor

The 20mph team at Herts County Council are seeking your
views on introducing a 20mph speed limit across most
roads in Long Marston and Wilstone. Our aim is to create
safer, calmer streets for residents, support children walking
to school, and make it easier and safer for everyone to
move around the area.

The proposal is:

A 20mph speed limit across most roads and lanes in Long
Marston, Wilstone and GubbleCote.

Speed reduction zones of 30 or 40mph where required to
transition to 20mph

*Speed reduction zones are roads designed to help drivers
slow down before entering a 20 mph area, so they have a
lower speed limit than the road leading into them.

Why are we proposing a 20mph limit?

Key reasons include:

Improved safety

Fewer collisions occur with slower speeds and a person hit
at 30mph is five times more likely to be killed than at
20mph.

Healthier communities

Safer streets encouraging walking, cycling and outdoor
activities.

Quieter streets

Lower speeds reduce noise pollution.

Stronger neighbourhoods

Calmer roads make public spaces more sociable and
welcoming while better supporting children, older people
and those with mobility impairments.

Smoother journeys

Journey times typically take only seconds longer on local
trips and traffic moves most smoothly at speeds around
18-20mph under real world conditions.

Protects pets and wildlife
Drivers have more time to stop and avoid animals.

Have your say

We want to hear from people who live, work, or visit Long
Marston . Wilstone and Gubblecote.

Your feedback will help ensure the scheme reflects local
needs and works effectively for everyone.

You can have your say by:
Completing the online survey or by letter.
Providing comments on specific roads or locations

Sharing any concerns, suggestions, or support for the
proposal E

The above information has been extracted
from the HCC website for full details of the
roads affected, map and consultation form s
scan the adjacent QR code E?
or Https://letstalktransport.hertfordshire.gov.uk/long-
marston-20mph

You can also write to the 20mpm Project Team at Herts
County Council, County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford

SG13 8DQ reference Long Marston and Wilstone20mph to
arrive before Sunday 12 July .

Village News

| was flabbergasted to read in the June edition of Village
News (Council meeting) that mobile phone signals
indicated that although there is a high volume of traffic in
Wilstone there was not much evidence of speeding. | beg
to differ. | live in Chapel Fields at the start of Chapel End
Lane and not 50 yards from the speed restriction signs. |
can confirm that there is a high level of speeding, both
entering and leaving the village, particularly at rush hour
times.

It may be relatively quiet in the centre of the village but,
despite the monitor indicating speeds, there are many
cases of excess speeds, and now with the monitor screen
partially blocked by overhanging trees it has not helped
the situation.

From my kitchen window and the garden, | can clearly see
and hear the offenders, cars, motor bikes and the
occasional tractor.

May | suggest that monitoring phone signals and good
old fashioned radar speed guns are used at this entry
point to the village.

Just a quick follow up to the above

|, and several other Wilstone residents, met up with Sally
Symington (Herts County Council) plus a member of the
Herts Highway Management on Monday1st June to
discuss the problem of speeding in Wilstone. Many
suggestions were made as to help alleviate the problem
during which she stated that Wilstone will be put on to the
20mph limit albeit not until next year.

Unfortunately, there is not enough money in the budget
for additional traffic calming measures but the signs at the
southern end (Farm shop end) will be moved further away
from the current position.

Colin Davenport Wilstone

CUSTOM

LASER <
ETCHING

PERSONALISED

LASER LOVELINESS

YOUR WORDS & CHOPPING BOARDS

KEY RINGS. COASTERS.
IMlAGES iﬁd\id)é. CANDLE HOLLERS.
HOW YOU WOOD. SLATE. LEATHER.
WANT THEM & SO MUCH MORE

UNIT 3A OLD AIRFIELD ESTATE.

CHEDDINGTON LANE. LONG MARSTON, HP23 LQR
WAWWe. thelmrocks@gmail.com

THELASERMONKEY

.rocks




Wilstone fete continued from page 1

Talking about frustration, a hand-built Splat the Rat game was made by Wilstone's Stuart Rolfe. It turned out that it is
surprisingly difficult to hit a stuffed rat, made of string by Susan Brown, travelling at speed down a drainpipe, so it is just as
well we didn’t use real ones as was originally suggested.

To reduce the pressure on the burger stall and provide variety, two other food stalls were asked to offer Thai vegetarian
dishes and another with Nepalese dishes; both were busy, as were the eight BBQ volunteers who worked solidly all
afternoon until they themselves were cooked.

The fete was well blessed with perfect weather. Earlier in the week of the fete, with a forecast of 27°C, the possible
cancellation of the dog show was being planned, which would have been a great disappointment to all concerned. But as
it turned out, with temperatures of around 20°C, the weather could not have been more perfect for the many pooches who
rocked up.

So many people worked hard to make the event happen and worked equally hard on the
day to enable visitors to enjoy themselves. It is always gratifying when a plan comes
together, and it did, thanks to the recruitment of volunteers and the schedule created by

m ro Keith Fox, designed so that volunteers could do short |

shifts so they too could have time to enjoy the event

— a benefit not shared by the eight BBQ cooks. Oh,
and the unrelieved book stall volunteers. But other
than that, it all worked to plan.

Many thanks are due to many people. Obviously, to
8 all those who volunteered and to the Community

#: £ Shop team led by Ali Driver and Diana Crapnell, the
y cafe took a record amount of money with teas and
cakes. Keith Fox, John Taylor and Mark Simmons
worked really hard planning and creating the games
for children and adults and organising the additional
attractions.

Thanks also go to Chris Mead for providing a freshly
mown field for parking and to Wilstone residents who ,
put up with the inconvenience caused by the parking £ P12\t 4]
difficulties. A colourful Blake McAdam
comperes the Wilstone Fete
Post event, there have been many messages of thanks
from visitors, villagers and the stallholders alike, the most rewarding being ‘what a
lovely community there is in Wilstone and how lucky people are to live here'. That is
why so much effort goes into the fete — it is not about the money, but it is about, and for, the community. The money
earned goes to the village hall and other local causes.

Melanie Williams setting out cakes
from the Shop



