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Wilstone
pensioners
enjoy Christmas
lunch with
entertainment

and games.

by Colin Davenport

o

/

i conjunction with the Wilstone Village Hall organised a Christmas
lunch for some of the local pensioners.

. Organised by Gail Short and assisted by many helpers from the
shop's volunteers, a splendid lunch time was arranged.

It started with the ladies of the “Keep Going Choir” serenading the
guests with many of the traditional Christmas carols ably conduct-
| ed by Anna Swanell, whilst the audience were kept quiet with
large quantities of wine or soft drinks.

The meal started with all the traditional ingredients, turkey etc.,
served up by many of the willing volunteers, followed by Christ-
mas pudding, pavlova or trifle, or some of each one in some in-
stances (no names). Coffee was served with mince pies or short-
bread whilst the 6-piece ukulele band played on with great enthu-
siasm, much to the enjoyment of the listeners.

To keep the party going, a pass the parcel was played to great
amusement, and all too soon it was all over and time to go home,
leaving the volunteers to clear up and wash up.

My thanks to ALL who helped put on this lunchtime and in partic-
ular to GAIL, who was the main organiser of the whole event.

Well done, and thank you.

For the residents of Puttenhaom, Astrope, Long Marston, Gubblecote, Wilstone & Little Tring.
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More pictures from the Christmas lunch
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The editor for the March edition is Caroline
Clist and the deadline for items is:

Wed 11 February 2026.

Firstly, on behalf of the Village News team, |
would like to wish a Happy New Year to all our
readers, contributors and advertisers.

| think we have had quite a good year with a mix
of stories and reports. We always like to see new
contributors, and we would welcome more from
our younger readers.

This month we have a new contributor who is
planning to write a memoir about growing up in
Wilstone during the 1950s. His first article is
about his memories of Wilstone School.

Equally, we would welcome some feedback
about what you like or maybe dislike in the
magazine.

We aim to keep you updated about what is
happening in our villages and hamlets, but to a
large extent we rely on you to tell us what is
going on.

You can always find a copy of Village News E
wherever you are: www.wilstone.me.uk or just
scan me

[=] e,
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20th February
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vil |ages at Wilstone Village Hall
7.15pm
Sunday J14 June

Wistone Fete

A note for your diary:

Wilstone Village

Fete and Fun Dog
Show

Our free biennial village event will be
held on the recreation ground and at the
village hall on Sunday June 14%,

If you would like to participate on the
day or help create the event, please drop
a note to

chairman@wilstonevillagehall.org.uk

Tring Rural Parish Council

Meeting start at 7.30pm The public are welcome to attend

Wednesday 28 January Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

You can always find a copy of Village News E E
wherever you are: www.wilstone.me.uk or just
scan me

[=] e
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Church Services

Below is a list of the Services for the Village churches for
Februaryruary - these could change so please

check online at https://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/
news-events or phone the Rectory on 01442 822170

We also will have live streamed services online so please
take a look

Sun 1 February - The Presentation in the temple
6pm — Celtic Prayer — All Saints, Long Marston

Tues 3 February

10am — Holy Communion -St Cross Wilstone
Sunday 8 February -2 Before Lent

Services 8am and 10am in Tring, 10am in Aldbury
Tues 10 February

10am Morning Prayer — St Cross Wilstone

Sat 14 February

8am — Quiet Day — St Mary's, Puttenham

Sunday15 February - Sunday before Lent

10am — Holy Communion — All Saints, Long Marston
Tuesday 17 February

10am — Holy Communion cw, St Cross Wilstone
Sunday 22 February - Lent 1

3.30pm — Evensong BCP- St Mary’'s Puttenham
Tuesday 24 February

10am — Morning Prayer— St Cross, Wilstone

Sunday 1 March - Lent 2

6pm — Celtic Prayer — All Saints, Long Marston

9.00 am - 2.00 pm
Church Square, Tring
Saturdays

14 & 28 February
14 & 28 March
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A KIRK JONES ruwm BASED ON THE REMARKABLE TRUE STORY

| SWEAR

ROBERT ARAMAYO MAXINE PEAKE wirw SHIRLEY HENDERSON  ano PETER MULLAN

This feel-good film tells the true story of a lad who contracted Tourette's syndrome, the adversity he
experienced and the love he received from unexpected quarters. Inevitably, there is strong language in
this film, but at the same time, it is very, very funny!

Friday February 20th

At Wilstone Village Hall. Doors open at 7.15pm.
Film starts at 8pm. Licenced bar.

Tickets £7.50 from Wilstone Community Shop.

Village News Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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/Sarah Dunthorne,
a much-loved

passed away.

She had planned her goodbyes and her

funeral, and she did it her way. This was

her eulogy at a packed Tring church,
\delivered by celebrant, Blake McAdam.

Wilstonian, has sadly

Famous births of 1958 included Madonna, Andrea Bocelli,
Tim Burton, and Jamie Lee Curtis. On Monday, 13th October
1958, Carolina Moon, sung by Connie Francis, was riding
high in the charts at number one, and on the 13th of
October 1958, Audrey and Douglas welcomed their
daughter Sarah into the world along with her elder sister
Wendy. She grew up in Winchmore Hill, North London, in
the family home, a place she always spoke about with
genuine affection.

Her childhood was something Sarah cherished. She often
talked about her dad's sense of fun, her mum'’s warmth, and
the bond she had with her sister Wendy. The garden was a
magical and adventurous place. Recreations of Swallows
and Amazons in a "boat on wheels” that her dad built, or
turning her mum'’s rockery into “Spyglass Hill.”

Grandma lived with them too, and Sarah loved sharing
afternoon teas with her and the cat. Family shaped her, and
she knew it. She was always grateful and appreciative of the
opportunities her parents provided to her.

In 1963, Sarah and her sister attended Palmers Green High
School for girls. It wasn't Sarah’s favourite place — she didn't
have much patience for what she called “silly rules”, and on
balmy, sunny summer days, she would toss her straw boater
aside in favour of a bottle of suntan oil and skip off to
sunbathe. Palmer's Green was also where she met one of
her closest friends, Frances. They shared a friendship that
would last over 60 years. Only a few years ago, they finally
saw Diana Ross together, fulfilling a teenage dream.

After finishing her ‘O’ Levels, her dad let her choose a
holiday. She chose Ibiza for the sunbathing, while Wendy
and her mum booked their own trip to Spain for the art
galleries. Sarah and her dad had a brilliant time together—
easy company and shared interests.

From the age of eleven, Sarah had decided she wanted to
work in hotels. After leaving school, she passed her diploma
in hotel reception and worked on the front desk at the
Grand Metropolitan Hotel in St James's Park, London. She
enjoyed the job and was even entered into the Miss Grand
Metropolitan Hotels beauty contest.

In 1981, she married David. They moved to Cheshunt, and
their marriage welcomed a daughter, Laura, in 1986, and a
son, Adam, in 1991. Being a mum mattered deeply to her,
and she devoted herself entirely to Laura and Adam. When
the marriage ended in 1996, she focused on keeping life
steady for the children.
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During the children’s primary school years, she met Delia
and David, who became close friends, as well as some guy
named Steve. She and Steve ‘got on’ immediately—they
shared a similar sense of humour and loved talking about
everything. In 1997, Steve moved in, and when he
transferred to long-haul with British Airways, Sarah'’s love of
travel certainly “took off".

They travelled all over the world together. In those days, the
cockpit door on aeroplanes wasn't locked as it is now; Steve
recalls Sarah, on many occasions, sneaking into the flight
deck in the middle of the night while flying over the vast
oceans, secretly sitting behind him and tickling the back of
his neck. (At least he thinks it was Sarah!) It was a different
era.

When he was rostered trips over Christmas, Laura, Adam
and Craig occasionally came too, giving the family some
memorable Christmases abroad. Relatives travelling with the
crew are always affectionately referred to as ‘cling-ons'.

The year 2010 marked the start of one of the most
significant changes in Sarah and Steve's lives when they
moved to Wilstone, a rural community that welcomed them
warmly and where they found much happiness. Many
wonderful new friendships were made, and they had many
brilliant times, especially at the Half Moon Pub.
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In May 2013, Sarah and Steve were married at Mentmore
Golf Club, just up the road from here, a day they both look
back on with real fondness. The Wilstone crowd were
certainly on form that day, as usual.

Happy days were intertwined with some very sad times.
Sarah tragically lost her mum, dad, and sister Wendy in
quick succession, along with two close cousins, which was all
devastating for her.

Then more devastation: Sarah was diagnosed with breast
cancer in 2014. She possessed a resilience that carried her
through. Friends and family helped keep her spirits up
during treatment. Once she was well enough, she returned
to travelling, working part-time as a receptionist at
Rothschild Surgery and briefly volunteering at the village
community shop in Wilstone.

Steve recalls their habit of turning left out of the Chiltern
Hospital in Great Missenden, after having intravenous
chemotherapy, and travelling the couple of hundred yards
up the road to the Nags Head Pub for a slap-up lunch with a
bottle of wine! This happened most ‘chemo days’, in fact.
(The nurses told her ‘a little wine’ shouldn’t be a problem).

When she turned 60, she celebrated with 80 friends and
family at the village hall — proud to reach a milestone that
others in her family had been denied.

Becoming a grandmother was one of the most joyous
moments of her life. Luke, Chloe, Ryan, and Bella brought
her great joy. She loved having the house full for Sunday
lunches and Christmases, with toys everywhere and the
inevitable chaos that comes with young children.

Sadly, in 2019, Sarah’s cancer returned, requiring more
treatment and the realisation that this time, it could only be
kept at bay for a while rather than cured. This news was truly
devastating. Then, in 2020, Sarah faced another tragedy
when her son Adam suddenly passed away at the age of 29.
But all of you know and understand just how stoic she was
until the very end and how she carried on with life, always
with a smile on her face.
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In recent years, she consciously filled her time with activities
and people that brought her comfort—friends in the village,
the 'Wilstone Winos' book club (who I'm not sure have ever
read an entire book from cover to cover), quilting classes,
wreath-making, and Ziggy, the cat she adored. On quieter
days, she sewed, read, did jigsaws, and gardened, just as
she’'d done with her mum. She found great peace in simple
moments, especially sitting in the garden with Steve,
enjoying the sunshine and a glass of wine.

Her bond with Laura was profoundly cherished, and over the
past few years, they shared countless treasured moments—
luxurious spa escapes, delightful dinners, annual hotel
retreats to Marlow, and an abundance of warm, affectionate
cuddles.

So what is her legacy? Sarah made a difference wherever she
went. She was warm, straightforward, and fun to be around.
She had a unique way of making people feel comfortable,
and she generously gave her time and energy. Each of you
will carry in your hearts precious and lasting memories of
how her life touched yours. Keep those memories close and
revisit them often, for they form an unbreakable link back to
her, and on the days when you miss her the most, love
yourselves harder, for that is what she would want.

Postscript — Held at Tring Church, Sarah’s funeral was
attended by 300 people, and many of them attended the
interment at Wilstone Cemetery. The Canal and River Trust
and Kier, the construction company working on Wilstone
reservoir, helped the mourners hugely by opening up the
construction site to assist parking.

At a recent Wilstone Film Night, at which Sarah was a regular
attendee, the audience and the Hall

Committee raised £1000 to donate to the E E
two hospices where Sarah received care. s

Scan here for Sarah’s order of service

Abandoned
resolutions may be
a good idea.

It's the time of year when
some of us have given
up on New Year's
resolutions; maybe you
have?! Abandoned
resolutions may not be a
bad thing. | think we
have to be careful with
ourselves when making
resolutions and aware of
where they come from
within us — do they come
from a belief that we are fundamentally lacking and that
becoming thinner, better, fitter, calmer, tidier, or whatever is
the only way we can become acceptable to others and to
ourselves? It can be helpful to reflect on whether our
resolutions might be driven by self-rejection rather than
self-care. It's good to want to be the best we can, but,
paradoxically, we can only grow when we accept ourselves
in the first place. | mentioned all this in church the other
day before confession because confession is sometimes
seen as the bit in the service to make us feel guilty and
down on ourselves. But that's not the idea. We might well
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have been thoughtless or ungenerous or whatever, and it's
good to bring that before God and to repent. Confession is
about that, but then it's about accepting that we're
forgiven, that we are loved, that we are free. God's
forgiveness is freely given as a gift for us to accept. And
then, however unsteadily, we can move forward in that
freedom and grow.

As a sign of this sweet gift of divine forgiveness, we shared
gold chocolate coins in church after confession. You might
like to find something similar to enjoy as you give thanks
for and celebrate God'’s loving forgiveness!

Friends... Who needs them?
Quiet Day, 14th February, Puttenham Church.

My friendships are a crucial and life-giving part of my life,
and | hope yours are too. Whether we have many or few
friends, this quiet day offers time to reflect on the gift of
friendship. The Reverend Deborah Snowball will lead the
day, and all are welcome for a short time or for the whole
thing.9.30am - 4pm, with Communion at midday followed
by lunch. Please book, especially if you'd like to come for a

meal. Please ask if you'd like more
. TRING

details.
Liing God’s Love

Supported by the LM&P Village Society (The Horti).

tringteamparish.org.uk/news
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WILSTONE

COMMUNITY SHOP

February 2026

Run by the community for the community and offering:

» excellent value
> dry cleaning
> greetings cards

Tel: 01442 891167

info@wilstonecommunityshop.org.uk
www.wilstonecommunityshop.org.uk

» local and homemade produce

» awide range of products and services, including:

&> paintings by local artists

- postage stamps - light refreshments made to order

Qf-’& é
{

WE'RE OPEN:
MON-FRI 8am-2pm
SAT 8am-Ipm
SUN 9am-noon

New year, new opportunities, new plans

We would like to thank

you all for your excellent
support throughout the
festive season. We had a very
successful Christmas which,
as a small independent
business in today’s economic
climate, is brilliant.

Thank you to those who
purchased tickets for our
Christmas hamper raffle.
You raised an amazing

£300 which, added to our
Christmas dinner raffle,
made a total of £500 which
we were delighted to give to
The Hospice of Saint Francis
in Berkhamsted.

Village News

So, what for 2026 you may
ask? Well, the beginning of

a new year brings lots of
plans which, with a healthy
boost to our volunteer family
numbers last year, we hope
to be able to realise.

« We hope to arrange a
community walk with
refreshments after.

« We have been asked if
we could open later in an
afternoon to enable our
school children returning
home to use the shop. We
therefore plan to open later
on a Friday once a month
to facilitate this. Keep an
eye out in the shop and on
our social media pages for
further details.

« Once again, we will play
a very active part in this
year's village fete, running
the tea rooms, serving
cakes provided by our
wonderful volunteers.
This really is a whole shop
family team effort!

« Last year for the first time,
we had a Twilight Festive
afternoon, which due to
the very positive response
we will be scheduling the
same again this year.

« And, of course, after
another very successful
Christmas lunch for many
members of our local
community that will also
feature prominently in
December.

There is also some chat
about the possibility of a
craft club setting up, so lots
to look forward to.

None of our good news
story would be possible
without our brilliant team
of volunteers, the more
the merrier!

If you would be interested

in helping in any way,

please do get in touch

01442 891167 or info@
wilstonecommunityshop.org

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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Home Ground
Cafe

A New Year and the first day of
the year at Home Ground café
was the busiest ever! The big
breakfast was a big treat and a
big success. Look out for further
special events in the coming

—

raise more funds for the new
or grandchild acknowledged, a

months. This is your opportunity to be part of
The new year also sees the the Home Ground Café success story
launch of our Engage an

Engraving campaign. We need to

terrace, which is due to be built /_

in April. There is an opportunity

to have a brick sized paver

engraved. The pavers will be laid

as a border around the terrace.

Would you like to have a

memorial for a loved one, a child »

faithful pet remembered or an

event mentioned? Now is your

chance to honour someone or We are ralsmg funds

something for perpetuity! for phase 2, which includes the addition of a

If anyone is thinking of replacing paved terrace area for those sunny days

their garden furniture over the : ; -
next few months then the cafe meet!ng friends and enjc?ylng the atmosphere. ,
would be pleased to give your To this end, we are offering the chance to

old a new home. have an engraved paving brick to be

Please read the advertisement in embedded in the edge of the paved area.

this newsletter to find out how Sponsor a paving brick

you can support the campaign.
with your own personal message
permanently engraved on the face. This may

If you to are unable to use the
QR code, the address is:

https://www.tringrural- be simply your name, a cherished memory, or
pc.gov.uk/terrace : Id b ial f | d

or if you have any questions you it could be a memorial for a loved one. Scan
can contact us by email at the QR code for more details, and to order.

terrace@tringrural-pc.gov.uk

' | of \ Father Christmas was delighted by -
Santa's seal o his reception as he toured the villages ¥
1 on his sleigh. Lots of children took :
a.pproval for festive the opportunity to tell him what they
V|Ilage events were hoping to get for Christmas -
. let's hope they weren't disappointed.
By Tin Dean The elves collected £368 for local !
\ ) charity DENS, who were very grateful
for the donation. DENS provides much
-needed support for those in our community who are struggling.

Santa also made a surprise appearance at ‘Carols round the Tree' on Long
Marston Village Green. What a fantastic crowd this year. Everyone was in
good voice, and the band sounded great — thank you to Aidan and friends.
The collection raised £336 for Help for Heroes.

A big thank you to the Horti Village Society for organising both events.

Village News Supported by the LM&P Village Society (The Horti).
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(Happy Holidays\

A Story of Longub
Puttastone

By martin Winship

\_ J

The festive season was at last over. The extremely tasteful
(and expensive) decorations had been taken down and
disposed of. (Prunella would never even consider using the
same colour scheme, let alone the same baubles and tinsel,
two years in a row). Prunella’s husband had played his part
throughout the annual performance with fortitude and
patience. He was well practised. Every year followed more
or less the same script. The agonising over choosing just
the right Christmas items for decorating the house. The
sudden change of mind. The desperate attempts to
discover exactly what every one of Prunella’s friends and
neighbours was planning, and then to make sure that
whatever it was, Prunella would outshine and eclipse their
best efforts. The arranging of the parties for the select
“chosen few”, the choice of the food and wine, the music
and entertainment. And of course, the almost desperate
search for the perfect gifts and presents for all those
important people Prunella knew she had to impress. Her
husband saw to every detail and, naturally, spared no
expense. He could not do otherwise. When the parties and
intimate candlelit soirees, the traditional “state visit” to the
carol service in the church, and the precisely timed and
choreographed First-Footing had seen in the New Year to

the perfectly coordinated strains of “Auld Lang Syne”, it was

surely time for him to relax and congratulate himself on
another Yuletide successfully completed, or at any rate
survived. But this was not the case. He knew his work was
nowhere near done. Act two of the winter performance was
about to begin, and, with the assistance of a very special
old malt whisky, he steeled himself for what he knew only
too well was to follow.

It was pretty much a routine now, and after years of going
through the proceedings, he considered himself an old
hand, albeit a reluctant one. He knew that in the middle of
January, Prunella would go into a decline. She would
become wistful and occasionally weepy for no obvious
reasons. He further knew that his reaction was required to
be worried concern, and he felt that he had the facial
expressions and the tender murmurings down to a fine art.
Next, Prunella would become fretful and irritable, and he
knew then his role was expected to be one of guilty regret,
tacitly admitting that whatever was wrong, it was of course
his fault. There would follow the hints and clues, the
comments on how dreary life seemed, how bleak and
miserable this country was in the “deep mid-winter”. (She
always used this term; she no doubt relished its inherent
drama and pathos). Then would come the last act in the
pantomime, and as with any such production, timing was
critical. Her husband had to gauge his participation
precisely, neither too early, nor, heaven forbid, too late. He
would delicately enquire as to what Prunella would like to
do to “cheer her up”. He already knew the answer; it was
the same every year. A winter break; a holiday away from
here; a complete change of scene. This year was no
exception, though the nature of the holiday Prunella
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demanded came as a complete surprise. Nevertheless, he
knew better than to question any of Prunella’s decisions,
and he immediately set about making all the arrangements.
And in these circumstances, all the arrangements meant
just that.

He went ahead, despite previous experiences, which had
often involved the procurement of almost inevitably
expensive kit, in frequently vain attempts to keep Prunella
happy. One year, she had hit upon scuba diving off the
Maldives as her selected choice of a restorative break. A
friend of hers had been and had raved about the
experience. It was not so much that Prunella envied the
experience as that her friend clearly now had the edge on
her — a situation she would not and could not tolerate. So
her husband had booked the flights and accommodation
(five-star, naturally) and had then had to see to the
provision of brand new equipment. Prunella made it quite
clear that under no circumstances would she even consider
using a mouthpiece that someone else had already used.
One never knew who or what they might have been. All had
gone well until the day of the first dive, when Prunella had
made the devastating discovery that the sea was inhabited
by LIVE FISH, and things apparently made of JELLY, and
other things that were actually distinctly WORMLIKE. The
scuba gear was abandoned, and she remained obstinately
by the hotel swimming pool for the rest of the holiday. On
another occasion, island hopping in the Aegean Sea, on a
chartered and fully crewed yacht, had been Prunella’s must-
do vacation, again as a result of the tales of one of her
friends. It goes without saying that all the bed linen and
towels on the vessel had to be changed, and even the
shower curtains had to be replaced. Despite these
precautions, things had not gone well. Prunella was aghast
to find that the “crew”, rather than the smartly uniformed
and obsequious types she had fully expected, were to a
man bearded, generally stripped to the waist, and had not
even mastered the rudiments of polite English. After one
short day in the company of these pirates, she had
transferred to a luxury hotel on one of the islands and
stayed there for the remainder of the cruise. Her husband
had stayed on the yacht and had actually had an extremely
good time of it, though he had declined to reveal much
detail subsequently to Prunella.

And this time, he was confident; he had got everything
right. He had risen to the challenge of Prunella’s most
unusual choice of a holiday and arranged everything, down
to specialist clothing and sunglasses. Nothing, he felt
confident, could go wrong. Indeed, all seemed to be going
splendidly to begin with. They had flown first class across
“the Ditch” on a direct flight to Rio de Janeiro and stayed
(to Prunella’s preening delight) at the Copacabana Palace.
But the next day they were on their way again and had
flown down to Buenos Aires, which was still quite exciting
and exotic, though perhaps not as warm and inspirational
as Rio. Their stop at Buenos Aires was brief. They boarded
the good ship Derzkaya S'yu* and set off down the River
Plate, past Montevideo and into the South Atlantic Ocean.
At which point some of Prunella’s joie de vivre started to
fail. The ship, despite its fresh coat of paint and reasonable
conversion, still had the look and feel of a rather ancient
and decidedly battered whaler, which description also fitted
the captain. He spoke only Russian but nevertheless made
his approval of Prunella absolutely clear and obvious; he
took every opportunity to corner her in some lonely part of
the deck, where he would attempt to embrace her and
breathe "Goryachiye Guby"** in her ear. The ship, under this
lusty Kapitain Puguosh***, battered its way south, and the
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temperature steadily dropped. Both Prunella and her
husband were grateful for the cold-weather clothing he had
thoughtfully provided. One day, they found themselves
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ploughing through a wild channel between rugged =

headlands and islands. Her husband informed Prunella
that this was Tierra del Fuego, though she was clearly not
impressed. A few days later, she awoke to find her horizon
bounded by a sparkling white wall, and her husband told
her that this was the edge of Antarctica. Prunella gazed in
horror at a great throng of what were unmistakably
penguins, each one standing behind the most enormous
and utterly disgusting beak she had ever seen.

“Why have you brought me to this awful place?” she
demanded.

Her husband spread his hands. “But it's what you asked
for!” he replied.

“Nonsense! How ridiculous you are!” Prunella stamped her
foot.

For once, her husband did not roll over and give in. “But
you did! You distinctly said you wanted AN ICE HOLIDAY!

Prunella fluttered her eyes at the cabin ceiling. "You
nincompoop! | said | wanted A NICE HOLIDAY! Oh, how |
wish | had listened to my mother!”

Her husband sank, as though he had developed a slow
puncture. He too often wished Prunella had listened to her
mother. It would have saved a good deal of trouble and
expense.

*** Captain Pugwash

Saucy Sue *Hot Lips

Sudoku Corner
No 195

7

by Colin Moore

8 |6

3 2

Solution on page 21

VOLUNTEERING
VACANCY

TREASURER

required for
Wilstone Community Shop

¥

WILSTONE

COMMUNITY SHOP

If youre good with money and have a background
in book-keeping, the shop is looking for someone
like you to take over the role of treasurer.

Formal accountancy qualifications are not required -
handover training will be provided - but they would
help if you do have them.

The work includes monthly and quarterly maintenance
of the books through the year and the statutory
preparation and submission of the annual accounts

to HMRC.

If you would like to support the community shop
in this crucial role or want more information,
please call into the shop or contact:

Diana.Crapnell@btinternet.com 01442 891167

www.wilstonecommunityshop.org.uk

Village News
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding -
Tyres -
Wheels balanced -
Batteries -
Exhausts -
Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning servicing

and repairs

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Friendly village pub - open all day
Food served 12 to 3pm

(OFF the B¢89
near Tring and
Aston Clinton)

Real Ales ® Great Food e Children’s Menu &
Play Area eLarge Gardene Open Fire © Heated
Patio e Car Park e Dog Friendly

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk

Local family business over 30 years
We cover Tring, Wilstone, Long Marston & Villages

Gas Central Heating
Boiler Servicing and Energy Saving Controls

Landlords Gas Safety Certificates

Email: service@Illheating.co.uk

\\—/ www.llheating.co.uk sﬁfe
\ Tel:01442 890750 4

F RJEFFERY & SON

COAL MERCHANT

APPROVED SMOKELESS COAL
KILN DRY LOGS

Merchant

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

01296 661258

Village News

Explore... Dream... Discover...

Travel Impressions of Tring
your local independent travel agent

A world of experience awaits you, at Travel Impressions of Tring
Wherever in the world you are looking to travel, we can book
your holiday from a brochure or create an itinerary
that is personalised to you.

£ X

Travel Impressiens 01442 890265
e ————

enquiries@@travelimpressions.co.uk
www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

erense
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From our Reporter at
the council meeting

The last TRPC meeting of 2025 was held at
Long Marston on December 3rd.

Unsung hero

Chair ClIr Fox began the meeting by expressing a huge debt
of gratitude to Colin Reedman for his 38 years of service as
Village Warden.

Budget blues

Clerk Chloe has been working with ClIr Fox and Malcolm
Morgan on the projected budget for 2026-27

Mr Reedman’s work around the parish included emptying
the recreation ground bins, managing the interments at
Wilstone cemetery, and looking out for signs of vandalism.
The sort of tasks that might go unnoticed but are essential
in showing our villages are cared for and keeping our
community a pleasant place in which to live. Thank you, Mr
Reedman!

As mentioned at previous meetings, Dacorum Borough
Council were consulting on phasing out the grants for the
Village Warden and Concurrent Services, such as grass
cutting. The decision was to have been taken at the
Dacorum ‘cabinet’ meeting the evening before, so the result
wasn’'t known at the time of the TRPC meeting. The TRPC's
view is that grass cutting, bin emptying, and the safety of
children’s play areas are not just 'nice to have' services: they
are essential. Although the litter bins in the lay-bys of the
A41 bypass have been removed and replaced with ‘Take
your litter home’ signs, this wasn't the route the TRPC
wanted to go down.

There is also an issue with the speed indicator devices that
the TRPC worked so hard to get. It appears that the Police
and Crime Commissioner will not pay for their maintenance
(£1000 each), and Herts County Council will only pay for
them until they break down, after which they will be
removed.

The only way the TRPC can see of maintaining these
services is to increase the Parish precept part of the Council
Tax by about £26 per household. As the clerk pointed out,
the TRPC can't generate money by any other means. Cllr.
Fox emphasised that Dacorum is phasing out the support
that it is giving to parishes.

Any precept increase would also cover a slight increase to
the clerk’s and warden'’s hours, as well as adding work to
the warden’s role, such as building and footpath
maintenance and cleaning the village gates.

Village views
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ClIr Fox advised that HORTI have asked to install a 20 ft
green container on Long Marston's recreation ground for
the storage of the village show (and other) equipment. Cllr
Foster pointed out that planning permission may be
required, as well as liability insurance and other
agreements. Further enquiries would be made.

Clir Adams reported that Wilstone residents are asking for
20 mph speed limits and traffic calming measures in the
village, as the volume of through traffic is a problem. Clir
Fox said that Herts Highways needs to carry out speed
surveys and volume studies, but that Luke Gibbons of
Highways has stated there is no money in their budget for
this. However, it was suggested that involving Clir Sally
Symington and MP Victoria Collins might help.

Cllr Macdonald stated that the running costs for Long
Marston’s Victory Hall have risen by 36% and that phase 1
of the redecoration was almost complete. Phase 2 — works
to the rear extension and the old boiler room, a side
extension and a committee room — was being planned,
thanks to a significant bequest from the late Toby
Davidson.

Cllr Macdonald, Flood Working Party chair James, Clir Sally
Symington and the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) had
met with the Canals and Rivers Trust (CRT). Disappointingly,
the CRT did not accept that their releasing canal water into
Ashen Brook meant that they had to keep it clear — they
feel this is the landowner's responsibility!

ClIr Foster reported that Home Ground Cafe is doing well
and that fundraising for the terracing has started. Six native
trees have been planted so far, and it was hoped to
landscape the wider area. Planning permission for a sign
next to the postbox had been granted.

Date of next meeting: 29th January 2026, 7.30pm, Home
Ground Cafe, Long Marston.

' n kl i ngS by Steve Thompson

FROSTY EVENTUALLY PAID THE PRICE FOR
I[GNORING HIS FRIENDS REPEATED WARNINGS
ABOUT THE LEVELS OF SALT IN HIS DIET...
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THE TYRE CHANGERS

OUR NEW TYRE CHANGERS
BASE IS OPEN

Unit 5C Airfi eld Industrial Estate,
Long Marston HP23 4QR

In addition to our popular mobile service, that can visit your
home or work, we can now also offer a drive-in facility by a
ppointment.

We offer a wide range of Premium, Mid-range and Budget

tyres at competitive prices and can now accommodate
the largest of alloy size and low profi le run fl ats.

Do you need new tyres, or have a puncture?
Please let us know and we will be happy to quote
and make an appointment.

Not sure of the condition

of your tyres?

We can have a look for you,
just get in touch.

Wheel swap needed?

Winter and summer wheel £
swap also available.

Please call or text on 07746 903 095 or email

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

February 2026

[FARM_ Q“ E40 SHOP

- Sons
R @ e

Stay Warm This Winter!

Dry Logs m.

Prompt Dellve’}’ Pick Up Only

Pre-Packed Coal

For Open Fires & Multifuel Stoves

Visit Us For:
- Large Selection Of Fruit & Vegetables -
- Extensive Freezer Selection-
- Home Produced Lamb & Beef -
- Top Brand Pet Foods & Animal Feed:s -
- Chiltern Cold Pressed Rapeseed Oil -

L 1
L

The School House

The schoolhouse offers individual or group
tutoring sessions for:
11+
KS2 SATs
o GCSE Maths
o GCSE English
For more information contact Aidan Scahill
Phone Numbers:
01296 660716 (landline)
07950 335816 (mobile)
Email: theschoolhouselm@outlook.com

https://www.theschoolhouse.uk/

Village News

Catherine Mardell Interiors

Roller, Vertical & Venetian Blinds

Catherine Mardell Interiors is a local firm
providing a personalised, efficient and
friendly service from measuring to
installation to ensure a perfect fit every
time.

With a wide selection of blinds, and an
experienced installer we provide a
complete blind service both for the home
and for the office.

To find out more please call
Catherine Mardell on 07395 834324 or
make contact by email at
catherinemardellinteriors@gmail.com
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Remembering
Wilstone
School in the
1950s

by Alan Reason

My name is Alan Reason. | was born in Wilstone in 1947
and lived there for sixteen years until 1963. Most of the
buildings | knew as a child still exist, even if now put to
different uses. However, one Wilstone village building that
has disappeared — and one | remember very well — was the
village school.

| started at Wilstone village school in 1952 at age 4. My
mum had gone to the same school in the mid 1920's,
leaving at age 14 as was normal back then. It had not
changed very much since Mum's time. It was a very solid
brick building from the 1800s which included teacher
accommodation. There were two classrooms and an
entrance hall/cloakroom. Separate boys' and girls’ toilets
were on the edge of the large asphalt-surfaced playground.

Wilstone School had less than 30 children in the early
1950s, meaning there were only about four or five children
for each year, girls and boys. Some of the children |
remember from the first few years at school are Michael
Bishop, David Brackley, Eileen Cook, Kenny Dover, Lois
Edwards, Martin Hill, Dennis Horne, Judy Kimber, Stuart
Milton, Keith Pegg and Michael Robinson. Older than me
and leaving to go to Mortimer Hill School in Tring at age
11, | remember Linda Bishop, Andy Edmunds, Arthur Horne,
Rex Jeffrey and his brother Colin, and Sandra Reeves. Some
of the village's more affluent children went to private
schools. My friend Gerald Wilkins went to Osmington
School in Tring, for example.

There were two teachers at the school: Mr Bromhead and
his wife. Mr Bromhead taught the older children while his
wife taught the younger ones for three or four years before
passing them along to her husband in the senior class. To a
4-year-old, Mrs Bromhead was a very daunting woman.
However, she did teach me the 3Rs. In passing let me say
that | am not aware of anyone who left Wilstone school
unable to read or write. The playground was used for PE
and maypole and other forms of country dancing. We often
played rounders.

At about the same time as | progressed from the junior
form to the seniors, Mrs Bromhead left the school and was
replaced by Mrs Silson. Mrs Silson and her husband took
over the accommodation at the school. Mr Bromhead and
his wife moved to Buckland. Mr Bromhead began coming

Village News
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to school each day on a motorcycle.

The size of the class and the fact that a few new members
arrived from the juniors each year while a few left for
secondary school meant that rather than getting four or
five years of teaching, each child got one year of teaching
repeated four or five times.

Break times were spent in the playground. Some of the
games | remember included: cowboys and indians, doctors
and nurses, tag, What's the Time Mr Wolf and 'Kiss Chase'.
The latter was a mystery to me and the rules were not clear.
It seemed to be more popular with some of the older girls.
Younger boys tended to play football or cricket. No girls
were allowed. There were sometimes fights in the
playground. | was involved in some of them.

There was a certain amount of bullying of the younger boys
by the older boys, which was accepted as ‘normal’. There
was a kind of initiation ceremony for younger ones. Some,
not all, older boys would punch a boy in the midriff to
cause winding. This action was presented by the older boys
as an important life lesson to us not to get punched in the
midriff; they were very proud of themselves.

On the more positive side, every year the school would put
on a Nativity play of some kind. And there were other types
of theatrical performances too. And looking back, it seems
obvious that Mr Bromhead enjoyed putting on these
shows. He was certainly very good at it. The children
certainly had a lot of fun.

The school also arranged outings. | am not sure how often
that happened. | only recall three or four. Transport was
always an issue. In 1953, at age 5, the whole school and |
walked the two and a half miles or so to the Regal Cinema
in Tring to see "A Queen is Crowned". It was a long walk,
probably my first film, but | don't think | really understood
what | was looking at. It was nice to sit down, though!

Much later we visited London as a school to see Madame
Tussaud's wax museum. | cannot remember how we got to
London. We went to Tring Natural History Museum at least
once. | think we may have walked again. | really liked that,
and | particularly liked the fish on display that had been
caught in Wilstone reservoir.

The challenge of passing the 11+

My mum really wanted me to pass my 11+ exam which
would determine what kind of secondary school | would go
to. According to my mum no one who had gone to
Wilstone school had ever passed the 11+ since it was
introduced in 1944 and she wanted me to be the first to do
it and go to grammar school.

By about 1958 | was one of the oldest in the school. Most
of the children of my age had moved away because their
families had found jobs or more suitable housing further
afield. My parents were concerned about my prospects of
passing the 11+ exam. They felt that | needed to be with
other children of my age at a bigger school to keep me
grounded and to challenge me. They also were fairly clear
that they felt Mr Bromhead would not be able to help me
very much. In any event, it was decided that the last year of
my primary education would be spent at Wigginton School
rather than at Wilstone. It meant that during term time |
would stay with my dad's parents in Wigginton.

That might have been expected to cause more upheaval in
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my life than it was worth, but | didn't do too badly. | was
made very welcome at Wigginton school and enjoyed my
year there. There were over sixty children divided by age
into three classes. | managed to pass my 11+ and get a
place at Ashlyns School, and | also won the school class
prize that year (1959). So perhaps Wilstone School and Mr
Bromhead weren't so bad after all.

My mum had her wish. | had passed my 11+, the first
attendee from Wilstone school to do so, but | had done it
from Wigginton school. The first to pass the 11+ while still
at Wilstone school was Martin Hill a couple of years later.

Wilstone School closed in 1971. In my judgement the
Wilstone school | attended was a successful key part of
many village community/team building activities and | was
sorry to hear it had closed.

To read more about our local history, please go to https.//
www.tringruralhistory.co.uk/.

Wilstone's
best ever

Christmas
tree!

Thanks to the generosity
of the Meads Farm family,
Wilstone was blessed with
the biggest and best
Christmas tree we have
ever had. And thanks also
to the Cobb family for
powering the lights. And
also to the tree fairies —
Keith, Mark, John and
Roger, who illuminated
the tree despite the
pouring rain.

Thanks to all for bringing so much pleasure to the village.
Peter Walker

FREE SURVEY
« Smaller Scale Projects

= = +/ Complete rewires
.innm QS E=n # Landlord Reports
'
CONTRACTOR :mn 53 + Smart Lighting

MJ Electrical &
Engineering Ltd
Commercial - Domestic - Industrial

All Electrical Work Undertaken

NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor

Call Tom on -
. 01296 630703 or 07702 612296

info@mij-electrical.co.uk

& www.mj-electrical.co.uk mjelecengineering

Lighting Power Heating Testing
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Village Hall seeks
solutions to solve

Wilstone parking
problems.

Peter Walker, Chairman, Wilstone Village Hall

The Village Hall Committee has applied to Dacorum Planning
Dept for pre-application planning advice to extend the hall’s car
park. As those who live in Wilstone in the vicinity of the Hall
will know, there are times when parking in the area becomes
really difficult, simply due to the increase of car ownership per
household in the village.

These parking
difficulties impact
the Village Hall in
terms of its
bookings
revenues, because
residents, unable
to park near their
homes,
understandably
utilise the hall car
park instead, x
which creates .

complaints from hall hirers whose guests are unable to park. The
Hall and the residents have had good cooperation to meet each
other’s needs. However, the problem of inadequate parking is
getting worse, and there is little chance of any improvement in
the foreseeable future unless we find alternative solutions.

It would be a reasonable argument to say that parking in the
village is not the village hall’s problem and that the hall could
introduce measures to stop residents parking on that land.
However, if such measures were introduced, it would exacerbate
the parking problems down the Long Row and in Grange Road
and would simply cause other issues elsewhere in the village. We
may complain about the extent to which parked cars have taken
over our villages. However, most of us have them, and we all
have to park somewhere. The Hall Committee serves the
community and feels a responsibility to help the community to
find a solution.

The Hall Committee has decided to explore potential solutions
with Dacorum Planning and with TRPC, and the current proposal
is to utilise part of the recreation ground for use as parking, but
by exception. To explain further, a piece of land adjacent to the
scout hut and hall storage shed, covered with grasscrete (which
allows grass to grow through it, disguising the visual impact),
would be specially opened for events when more parking was
required. At other times, parking on this extension would be
prevented.

The Committee have applied for a pre-application planning
discussion with Dacorum to explore all the issues before we
invest money in progressing the idea. If the outcome of that pre-
app encourages us to go further, then more detailed planning will
be required and there would be a public discussion to gather your
views and suggestions.

In the meantime, your views would be most welcome to Peter
Walker chairman@wilstonevillagehall.org.uk

Supported by The Puttenham Trust
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Page 17 February 2026

Victory Hall Long Marston 0 JAZZERCISE
village hall for hire fl TNESS FOR EVERYONE

Ideal for : meetings, clubs, classes, private
parties, live music and theatrical productions.

All enquiries to Sara Wilmot
07778 046154
sarahill00@hotmail.com

Wilstone Vllloge Hall

Monday 9.30am Nora Grace Hall, Tring

Tuesday 6. OOpm Wednesday 11.30am

Wednesday 9.00am and 9.30am
Thursday 9.30am and 6.00pm
Friday 9.30am

TRING BASED - FAMILY RUN SAUIdaVEa Com
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Power Sweeping Using the Latest
Technology

CHERN = Cowls & Chimney Pots Fitted
CHIMNEYS & Birds Nest Removal
CULCUEC S 5001 rour FrE ramL How:

@ www.jazzercisebbh.com
@ & jazzercisel@hotmail.co.uk
© Call Keri on 07900 987230

@ @JazzerciseBedsBucksHerts

THE LITTLE IT COMPANY

Laptops, PCs, Tablets, Apple Macs, Wifi Internet,
Repairs & Upgrades, FREE collection & delivery

Experienced Tech Professional will solve all your
computer/technology related problems.

NO FIX - NO FEE GUARANTEE
Facebook Page: Website:

@thelittleitc www.thelittleI Tcompany.co.uk

Make your Computer Smile - Call Mark based in Cheddington 07789 304 274

Village News
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ROOFING

Specialist in

Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing
Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

New Windows and Doors
Repairs & Installations
Call: 01296 630650 or log onto:
www.smashingwindows.com

wied)  [@F5E} CZRTASS

Handcrarred by Jobn Evans

Membker of The
British Stickmakers Guild

www.wilsTonesTicks.com
Telephone: 01442 822115

L&ST
MARBLE

BUILDING CONSERVATION

All aspects of traditional (pre-1919) building works including:

* Lime mortar repointing * Heritage wall repairs
» Lime plastering/rendering + Listed building consent
* Damp issues resolved * Please call for advice

Stewart Ivory (Director): 07976 653213 ’ n
Email: stewartivory@yahoo.co.uk

@Tring Are you looking for new

U9Q experiences, to make
new friends or learn

a new sKkill?

If you live in Tring or the surrounding area then

we can help - Join Tring u3a and enjoy the

benefits:

* Interest Groups

+ Coffee mornings « Talks

* National and local newsletters

We are a friendly, inclusive Qur interest
organisation with groups include:
over 450 members Bridge,
open to everyone Genealogy,
not working Art Appreciation,
full-tirhe German, Walking,

Historical Studies
and many more
Guests are welcome to
come to two meetings
before joining Tring u3a

tringu3a.org.uk
membership@tringu3a.org.uk

Village News




Page 19

February 2026

WE BUY
RECORDS!!!

ALL GENRES, ALL ERAS,
NO COLLECTION IS
TOO BIG OR SMALL.

BASED IN WING AND
SERVING ALL OF
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE,
WE HAVE OVER
35 YEARS
EXPERIENCE OF
VINYL & MUSIC
MEMORABILIA AND
WE WILL PAY
THE BEST PRICES.

CALL ANGELA ON
07976 204249
OR EMAIL

TURNTABLE.RECORDS@HOTMAIL.COM

OSTEOPATH

Jane Ducklin BSc DO
Registered Osteopath

Tring
Open Monday - Saturday including evenings,
Recognised by health insurance companies.

+ Pain relief + Headache + Sports injuries
+ Sciatica ¢ Mother and baby ¢ Frozen shoulder
01442 890073 07973 188420

18 Christchurch Road, Tring, HP23 4EE
Osteopathic Care for all the Family

GRIEEINS

OF BERKHAMSTED

Professional Carpet Cleaning

07884 058795

Carpets * Rugs * Upholstery ¢
Floorboard Renovation « Oven Cleaning

www.greensofberkhamsted.com

/

DAMIEN STEWART
PLUMBING & HEATING

PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating
requirements

Boiler & appliance installations, systeG13m
upgrades, servicing, fault finding & repair

Oil — boiler and tank installations, service & repair
Complete bathroom installations & design

No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No
call out charge
Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk? Chiltern Road,
Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ

woeesses  City&g
NVQ Guilds @
Qualified

@E e (Dnpesit SIEMENS K Electrolux
ZANUSSI @) BOSCH
R Horpo7 2 AEG TRTY BEOX

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE

Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen
appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on 01494 776554 or07771 706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call-out charge with this advert -

please call for further information.

Bethany Mead

Massage, Reflexology,
Beauty Therapy

Based in Wilstone

07561 524021

BMTreatments@gmail.com

Village News
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Welcome to 2026

The During these cold and inhospitable winter months, we shall take a break
from our gatherings and fundraising activities. However, once we can
say goodbye to GMT and move into British Summer Time, we shall be
raring to go.

While we wrestle with dates, look out for details of the Spring Jumble
Pa g e Sale and a Springtime Cecilia Tea Rooms. The Tea Rooms were a little

disappointing in attendance last year, causing some cancellations. We
need to hear fromyou ......

Do you still like the Tea Rooms? Would you prefer that it changed to
another day other than Friday? Please respond by email if you have

by Christine Rutter been a past attendee.

We usually hold three Tea Rooms in the year: spring, summer and
autumn.

Christine.rutter2@gmail.com

Then we have the two Jumble Sales — Spring and Autumn. In fact, some jumble has already arrived in
anticipation!

Please don't forget that the church is open for a Coffee Morning every Thursday from 10.30 until 12
noon. It would be lovely to see more people willing to come for a face-to-face chat rather than on our social
media chat, although this can be very useful at times.

There is an Evensong Service at St.Mary’s every 4th Sunday followed by tea and cakes. This is a lovely
traditional service, so please give it a try if you are not already a regular attendee.

We also hold Quiet Days at regular intervals during the year. These usually consist of a welcome cup of
coffee, a short talk, then often a mini service in St.Mary's before we break for a soup lunch. The homemade
soups and bread are highly recommended! Another short talk/discussion or free time before an afternoon
cup of tea and refreshments before going home. Itis a
very unhurried and peaceful day in which to unwind e
after the preceding week. Our first one this year will be

on Saturday, 14th February, and we shall be Fr'ends° oo Who
welcoming back the Revd Deborah Snowball. A lady of

many talents over the years. m
Then we have the two Jumble Sales — Spring and needs the e
Autumn. In fact, some jumble has already arrived in . .
anticipation! R ‘) e;tmg On the g'ft Of
Please don't forget that the church is open for a coffee oy . -

morning every Thursday from 10.30 until 12 enasnip

noon. It would be lovely to see more people willing to e

come for a face-to-face chat rather than on our social
media chat, although this can be very useful at times.

There is an Evensong Service at St.Mary's every 4th
Sunday followed by tea and cakes. This is a lovely
traditional service, so please give it a try if you are not
already a regular attendee.

We also hold Quiet Days at regular intervals during
the year. These usually consist of a welcome cup of
coffee, a short talk, then often a mini service in

Quiet Day

St.Mary's before we break for a soup lunch. The with space for encounter and exploration
homemade soups and bread are highly

recommended! Another short talk/discussion or free- 9.30am-4pm, Saturday 14 February 2026 at St Mary’s
time, before afternoon cup of tea and refreshments Church and Cecilia Hall, Puttenham

before going home. It is a very unhurried and peaceful EEEEENE TN T Rl
day in which to unwind after the preceding week. Our
first one this year will be on Saturday' 14th February' Please book on the Tring Team Parish Website —

and we shall be welcoming back the Revd. Deborah www.tringteamparish.org.uk/news FRRG TEAN
Snowball. A lady of many talents over the years. '

Village News Supported by The Puttenham Trust
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WILSTONE
Tuesday is

Coffee
morning at
St.Cross

I would like to clarify something which many people may not be aware
of regarding St Cross: the coffee morning takes place after the religious
service & is totally separate. The service starts at 10am and normally
finishes approximately just after 10.30-10.40am. So that’s the time to
come along. Then it’s coffee time and also time to chat with local
people from Wilstone and the surrounding villages. It’s a really social
event.

Religion isn’t the topic, as some people expect. It’s just a light-hearted
and enjoyable time.

It’s always a great time to relax and mingle with those present and have
conversations about whatever comes into your head.

I believe it’s so important to keep Wilstone the friendly place it is, and
we who have lived in it for years know that. And more importantly,
build up solid friendly relationships which will benefit all who reside
here.

Please support it. You don’t know what you’re missing.

Village News
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As a school with boarding
facilities we offer exceptional
wraparound care options

from 7:00 - 7:30pm

We offer a safe and
reliable minibus service to
and from Berkhamsted,
Tring, St Albans,
Harpenden and Watford
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Volunteering Vacancies for Village News

Advertising

Manager

Requires a few hours administration each month, with
existing and new advertisers, and to manage and
update the advertising schedule for each edition of the

magazine.

Training Provided
Please contact Amanda Russell

villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com

Editors

Village News is looking for an two new editors to join
the team. The role involves producing two editions of

the magazine per year. Previous experience is not

essential, but some familiarity with word processing or
desktop publishing, handling emails, and downloading
articles and images would be an advantage. Training

will be provided. Applicants should be prepared to
devote time spread over a few days in the production

week of the magazine.

Please contact Colin Moore 01442 826976 for

further information.

Village News may not be able to continue beyond 2026 if we are unable

to fill these vital roles!

Local Contacts
Herts Police non-emergency 101

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer
Neighbourhood Team 01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports Call Dacorum Waste
Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being
committed.

Reports of river flooding

Environment Agency 0845988 1188

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter

Cubs and Scouts

Jane Dawson 07759 888085

LM&P Village Society (The Horti).
horti@longmarston.org

St Cross Wilstone

Rev'd Jane Banister

Olga Martin

St Mary’s Puttenham

Rev'd Huw Bellis

Churchwarden

Christine Rutter

All Saints Long Marston

Rev'd Jane Banister 01442 822170

Churchwarden Judith Weatherall

Long Marston Victory Hall

Bookings: Sara Wilmot 07778 046154

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Marsh Chairman

Chairman@longmarstoncc.co.uk

07514 548289

01442 822170
01442 822894

01442 822170

07514 548289

Long Marston Tennis Club
Longmarstontennisclub@gmail.com
Long Marston School 01296 668386
Wilstone Allotment Assn. Steve Smith,
07753 744437
Wilstone Village Hall
Chairman: Peter Walker
chairman@wilstonevillagehall.org
07768 605684
Bookings: Peter Myrants
bookings@wilstonevillagehall.org.uk
07857 818638
info:https://wilstonevillagehall.org.uk
WI Clare Hill 07802415447
Wilstone Community Shop

01442 891167
Member of Parliament Victoria Collins
victoria.collins.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Sally Symington 0300 123 7488
sally.symington@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Dacorums Coucillors Tring West

Brian Patterson 01442 823868
Brian.patterson@dacorum.gov.uk
Caroline Smith-Wright 07931 733151
Caroline.smith-wright@dacorum.gov.uk

Changes or additions? Contact the
Editor.
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Village News

TRP Council Contacts
Your Parish Councillors are:

Chairman Nigel Fox
TRPCCouncillor@gmail.com

Vivian Wood
email: RPCCouncillor2@gmail.com

Richard Foster (Vice-Chairman)
TRPCCouncillor3@gmail.com

Gill MacDonald (Long Marston)
TRPCCouncillord@gmail.com

Maria Adams
email: RPCCouncillor7@gmail.com

Vacancies 3
Clerk to the Parish Council

Chloe Collins 07516344248
email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk

Villages Warden
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
email: TRPCWarden@gmail.com

Where no personal telephone
number is shown use the clerk’s
number: 07516344248


mailto:horti@longmarston.org
https://wilstonevillagehall.org.uk/

This week marks a significant moment in the
history of Long Marston School. On 30th
January 1942, a bomb fell on the school, as
described in an article from the school
magazine. Tragically, the infant teacher, Mrs
Whelan, lost her life in the incident.

Following this event, the school was rebuilt
on a different site, as can be seenin a
photograph taken in 1967. The only part
remaining from the original school building
is a black metal gate which we now use as
the access gate to our boiler room, which
can be seen from the front of the school.
This important chapter of our history forms
part of our curriculum and is shared with
children when they learn about World War
Two and during worship. We are lucky to
have copies of Scoop, the magazine written

by children, which provides plenty of firsthand

accounts from the time.

If you are interested in learning more about local

history, this website

(www.tringruralhistory.co.uk) contains further
fascinating information and accounts.

SCOOP

- . . P.!’e 3

THE END OF LONG MARSTON "SCHOOL.

The following accounts have been given by children who were.on the'spot
immediately after (Ed.)

.f.bout half .past five on ]anuary'tha 30th, I was walking down
the .village to take a message, When I was near Mrs Evans’ house, Philip
Shurvell said.that there was a Jerry coming over, I heard the plane too

but I dida't take any notice because I thought it was one of ours.

It was a quiet day, and the clouds were very low so I could
not see the aeroplane, I was looking up when all of a sudden I heard
a whistle and a deafening cr sh. I lay in the nearest tiitch, Becauu it
seemed like the bomb had dropped behind Mrs Rumble's house. There
was smoke and bits of shrapnel, it Jooked just like a train letting out a
lot of smoke. I lay inthe ditch a little while in case anything else should
happen. When all was quiet again I did not finish my messags but went
home. My mother was waiting at the front door; I told her what I had

seen and she said that she thought it was an aeroplane coming down.

Soon after, the fire squad were down the village, Mr Chandlér
the school that had besn hit
and it was demolished, when ] heard this'it made me feel very upsci.v
think that our old school had been bombed. I felt like I wanted to see
what had happened, but my mother went down with a lot more people.

our next door neighbour told us that it was

There were the fire squad, the A.R.P. and lots more people
working as hard as they could to get the neople out which were lying
The peor.e were, Mrs Whelan our Infant

The bomb
had hit the water main and it had caused water to run out all over the

helpless under the wreckage,

school teacher, anda man and lady who were living with her.

road ankle deep. The people were out nearly all night digging away to

get the people out, and some Airfield men came in lorries Ro help.

While this was happening Mrs Funge came up to our houss
because her house had been remdered unsafe.

The man and lady were taken to hospital but when they got Mrs
Whelan out she was dead, so they took'her to a mortuary, She was
buried at Puttenham church on the following Wednesday.

The next moroing there was devp watex; across the road and we
The front of “The Boot™

Mr Dean's shop was coming down and all the

put stepping stones across to the other side,
had beea knocked down.
row had beea shaken about.

On Sunday there were many cars lined up to see the damage.
By Winnie Thompson Age 13.

Long Marston - 2ist June 1967
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Mince pies and mulled
wine herald the start of
the Christmas festivities
at Wilstone's Community
Shop.

On Thursday 27 November, the village shop welcomed
visitors between the hours of 3pm and 6pm for the first time
since the shop's total refurbishment five years ago. The
Christmas twilight event was very well attended, and
customers could buy gifts from a wide range of products that
have been specially bought in, many of them handcrafted. In
addition to mince pies and mulled wine, there were some
excellent homemade sausage rolls and all the usual food
items that the shop sells throughout the year. There was also
a raffle with the proceeds going to support the Hospice of St §
Francis in Berkhamsted.

Village resident Jill Walker was invited to sell her St Eval
scented candles — here's her report on the afternoon’s
activities:

‘| was delighted to be invited to this fabulous event and to
see the shop buzzing, full of customers and volunteers, all
enjoying this lovely festive occasion.

| had a very busy few hours selling my St Eval candles. Thank
you to everyone who supported me and the shop. | personally appreciated being included in this fun event, and | hope |
helped in kicking off the festive shopping season. Thank you, everyone. Jill Walker’

As always with the shop, this event couldn’t have happened without the untiring support of some of our team of
excellent volunteers — Diana, Gail, Sue and Deb, and Ali the manager, who all willingly gave up their time so residents
could enjoy this fitting foretaste of the festive season.
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